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TO THE 
Right Honourable 


JAMES 
Earl of Salibury, 


SCOUNT CRANEBURN, 
Baron Cecill of Eſſenden, 


May i pleaſe your 
Lordſhip ; 
"He Dodtrine-of Vita- 
lity and Vegetation, 
as it is the Act of an Om- 
potent. God, (o 'tis a ſtu- 
ANT) pence 


T he Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
pendious Myſtery to Man: 
And as the Divine Inſtitu- 
tion, and Legitimacy in 
prolecuting the Succeſſion 
of natural Caules, and pro- 
pagation' of Corporeal Be- 
ings, was a clear Indicati 
on of Diane gaodnels, ;and 
a publick Mas a iff to In 
dulge Mankind in Conj 
gal embraces; as Amece 
dents to thole wile anc 
honourable purpoles, tor 
which Marriage Was Or 
dained ; fo- the Pravity and 
Corruption of the humane 
Narure, is vihble m tho{ 
notorious deviations from 
the Primitive San&tion : 
And the eager: purluite ol 


The Epiſtle Pilicatory, 
| unlawful and deſtructive 
| pleaſitres doth wholly ins | 

yert the appointed Deco- 
rum; and this violence of 
appetite continuing, the 
| mind is. dealt withall, and 
prepared ro an Aﬀery, ant 
tealon prolelyred ro the di- 
ates of paſſion. 

The faral etfects of For- 
fication and” Advlreries, are 
i} too plainly apparent in de- 
ſt.oying bodily health ; the 
ruine of Families and King- 
# dons, the. debauching rhe 
4 generality of Mankind, the 
a Produttion of a miſerable 
{| and bbſcure Progeny,” che 
Atarthy ang Confulton” m 
T Covernment, the loſs © 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
Property in the World, the 
want o! Education and Pre- 
tection of Parents,. the. A- 
bolition of Religion and 
Devotion; and in ſhort, the 
Deſtruction. of the Creati- | 
on.: all which. are fufficiene 
Puniſhments in themlclves, 
Did I ſay Puniſhments? If 
muſt: —_ call chem Suffe- | 
rings, Prozmual- ro Eternal 
'Torments. 

How: will the wiſer Hea- 
then condemn_ ſuch bea- 
ſtial and irrational PraGti- 
ces! they valued themlslves 
highly, in hopes .of their 
Elyſium, and Lite to, come, 
and diſdained the Commil- 
ſion, of any thing © incon- I] 

gruous 


T he Epiſtle Dedicatory, 


; | gruous to ſuch expetati- 
[| ons. The Holy Relolution 
of Seneca ſtands upon re- 
cord ; Faciam omma tanquan 
Deus wideret: And hence 
the Philolopher ſo much 
preferred his contemplative, pu. 
s, | before his praQtick felicity ; 
{and the Poet Claudian tells 
> fus, That Nature, meaning 
the God of Nature, alligns 
g happineſs co all men. h 


—— Natura Peatis, 


j- Omnibus eſſe ded, ft quis cqg® 
( noverit utr. 


Now who - can be o 

fooliſh, and a&t Atipodes to 

* flis own Reaſon; as to de- 
£06 generate: 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
generate into Senfualiry and 
uncleannels, which inevna- 
bly - pulls on Everlaſting 
Milery ?. Whereas nothing 
can more advance the hu- 
mane- Nature to itz pram: 
tive Dignic = 
neſs, than Obedience to "the 
Supream Law-giver; and 
hothing tan gratifie rhe 
Senſes of a thinking man, 
but what is licenc't by the 
bounty of Heaven. 

God having thus admi- 
rably conſtlted the ' good 
of Mankihd, who would 
not accept of ſuch Graci- 
ous Invitations, when. Con 
jugal Enjoytniettts are not 
-only lawful "but indulget 


T he Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
and man made an Inſtru- 
| ment to propagate Poſteri- 

ty, and conterr a Religious 
Education to his Children, 
-{ preſerve Honour and Hone- 
| ity, Peace; and Concord, 
good Government and, de- 
corum in the. World, and 
all thole Placentia's and 
ne Contents of Marriage, are ' 

| ur prelibations of -celeſtial 
ney Toys hereafter, - 
| And your Lordſhips ear- 
| ly condelcenſion to the Ma- 
trimonial Obligation, harkt 
encouraged this Dedication ; 
4 that as your Honour is a 
Noble Advocate for Marri- 
ape, ſo I have great hopes 


to preſume, that your Lord- 
[nhac 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory; 7 
ſhip will prote& this piece 
againſt the licentious hu-+ 
mour of a depraved Age; 
when Marriage is decry'd, 
as a reſtraint upon Liberty, 
and the beaten path ot our 
wiler Anceſtors utterly exs 


ploded. 


Your Honours 


Moſt Humble , and- 
Faithfully Devoted 
Servant; 


E Muſeo mes 
Londim, die 


Mii, 25. 
1685, 


J P. 
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PREFACE. 


10 THE 


READER: 


He French fot intro- 

duced the ſolemnity of 

a reface, and others as well 
as they have abuſed # to 4 
" great. deal of Vanity; and 9:4 
: ; pretended modeſty have large* 
decry'd their own Works, - 


the TmperfeFlion of their pieces : 
Jet after all, to publiſh them to 
the World, is no better than 
to adventure upon a Crime, as 
gainſt open Conviction and Acs 
k.owledgment, 

1 would not be here miſcon« 
ſtrued, but ſubmit to the favour 
rable cenſure of the Judicions ; 
and ſhall have ' as. low a re- 
ſpe for my own Works as any 
__ | 

And as this Treatiſe was oc- 
 Caſroned -by my accidental. read-}| 
#19 the twenty fourth Chapter 
of Geneſis, aud compoſed for 
my private Recreation at- vacant 
hours ( but by. the” importwiity 
of pl Friends now wy) pubs 
tack ). lo 't recommended i 

you 


your Vacant time and leiſure t6 
peruſe it ; and if it give you 
but a ſmall diverſion, and 4 
little benefit, conſider, that even 
that time which was beſtowed 
on reading of ' it, might have 
been worſe ſpent. 


I 


VU HERNGRRER SK 


Marriage, 


is a Maxim in Nature to af- 

fe Happineſs and Society, and Natwe 

to aim at Improvement and Be- np?” #® 

nefit ; this was at firſt declared by \11 
the God of Nature, It i not good for 
man to be alone ;, and hath ſince been 
praftiſed by mankind as the ſme gus 
no,without which the Species could 
not be preſerved ; becauſe the all- 
wiſe God having inveſted the hu- 
mane Nature with. a Porentia, and 
Organical helps for generation ; and 
alſo given thoſe reſpe&ive Produ- 
ions an inherent faculty of life and 
vegetation, he was not further pleaſ- 
ed to propagate mankind by Crea- 
lon, as he did the Angels, but e- 
en 1n the perfeCfting their firſt-Spe- 

ies ; he was not pleaſed to _ 

- ut 


Tn 


24 


- 


"I SHOATLLAITC 
but form the Woman ex materia 
preexiſtente, of the Rib- of Adam; 
which alſo implies, that as there 
was an Identity of *Materia prima, 
for conſtituting Organical Bodies, 
ſo there is alſo an innate and na- 
tural affeftion and ſympathy reci- 
procal : Now it pled God to tyc 
theſe two'ieces of Nature toge- 
ther, by the ſacred bonds and $a- 
cramental Ordinance of Adarrs 
whereby God did not only ſupyyſh 
Adam with a meet help for Pro 
gation, but alſo ſuperadded «þ 
Comfort agd 1 of Sadiet; 
the Woman relembling the Man 
nature, ſhape, body and mind, au 
there being nothing wanti 
Adam for the Conſummation-of hi 
A but a Wife, he was mac 
Lord over the Creatures, Heir. 
of the World, and ſeated in P 
diſe ; and God providing him adj 
Companion, hat neg pgs | fi 
plyed what he wanted ; an 
ever ſince retains ſuch Princip 
and Inclinations ſuitable to the 4 
ſtitution of Nature, which by Ply 
loſophers is tyled, previous DY | 

ILIC 


zo 


"2 "Ss «1 
Gcions | or -Aptitudes 'in matter to 
attain-and ſeek after.z which brings 
vs to-diſcourſe of eve, Which 
God Inſtituted for his own Glory, 
the good of Mankind, and benefit 
of Poſterity. 

Marriage being the ſybje&t. of 
vel which we are to treat, we will firſt 

.| conlider it in its /nffirmtion, and ſe- 
condly in its Efetts, And, 

Firſt, Its Appotnement is Divine. A priori. 
| After God had ſaid, It is nor good for 
mean to be alone; it follows, Ler ws 
4 maks 4 meet belp for him ;, for man is 
of by nature a ſociable Creature, and 
I deſirous of Company, as a learned 
A Commentator on the place tells us. 

of An —_— m—_ no Society, nei- Nec jucux- 
kl ther is feryiceable to its Species ; © 

14 therefore God gave man « Wife jenny A 
. of 28 another ſelf, of the ſame Speci-Piſcater is 
amll £5 and Figure with himſelf ; than. 
a6 which nothing could be ſo meet an 74:44am 
ſup] belp, both for Society and Propg- 387 Ys 2 

4 gation of Ive, which was ablg- 104 (08+ 
inld lutely | neceſſary for the preſerys- vers. _ 

1 tion of Mankind. And in the ſecond River is 
I Chapter of Geneſis we have an ac- —_ 
count of the Womans formation, 

SS: that 


Io mms 
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that ſhe was formed of the Rib of 
Adam, and preſented to him, and 
thereupon ſhe becomes aliquid ipſum, 
ſomething of him, if not alter sdem; 
another ſame, which the School. 
men declare for ; that ſhe being 
formed out of a Rib, there was 
both Fleſh and Nerves, which 
makes her an alter ipſe -: And ſhe 
being after the- ſimilitude of man, 
he might the more affe&t and ap- | 
prove of her ; for humane Nature [| 
15s taken with fimites, and we are 
pleaſed with the reflex of our ſelves, 

and like Narcifſns even dote npon 
identical dilations : the facred Phraſe 

Dezs c1e4- runs thus, God created man male ani 
vit bomb female, There being then an inden- 
* 1, tity of conſtituted matrer, that the 
ulg. love of Society and Conjugal affe- 

lat. tions might be ho ial and re- 
Matrimoni- ciprocal : Whereas it God --had gþ- 
u= bumano yen him a Friend only, the Socie- 
£1. ty had been deficient, neither could 
tem tribuis, the Species be preſerved without/zJ'*? 
Neviſanus. Genus : but the Ordination of God, nul 
and current of Nature have made Hh 

them individually one, God: pref?" 
ſented her to man as a ſecond felt” 
| Naturef®' 


4 
: 


Of Warriams. - 
Nature and Religion, Law and Po- 
- | licy ſtritly oblige them to this fa- 
? |} cred Occonomy : This was viſible 
1. | in Adan's Apprehenſion and Appro- 
bation of it, as we read 23, and 24 
verſes ; This is now bone of my bone, and Gen. 2. 

n | feſb of my fleſh : And in the 24 verſe 23, 24- 
\e | we have the conſequents of this no- 

ble and ſacred Inſtitution ; Therefore 

ſhall a man leave Father and Mother, 

and cleave to bis Wife, and they two 

ſhall be one fleſh : That is not, as one wou loqui- 
obſerves, ſpoken of fleſhly Luſting, tur de car- 
but out of Conja | AﬀeCtions and "# Gd . 
Love to his Wife, who reſembles "4 4 


the two branches in Ezekzels hand Fl 


EP PBLOGEGT 


3.4 


= 
oQ 
8. 
I 
3 
© 
J 
5 
i] 
5 
8 
FT. 
A 
5 


a Society of the moſt endeared Ami- Matrimenii 
ty and Friendſhip. Solomon ſpeaks *%olun. 
thus, Be thou reviſue always in her _— oy 
6-1-2: inthe Original it is, Erre thou icah q, q 
ala 142ayes in her love ; velut extra ſis ut Proy, ,, 
£2 11074 albarum obliriſcare , which ſig- 19+ 
Jnifies a very earneſt affe&tion, and 
ade 1 r<[pedt immeaſurable : And our 
vre- Bleſſed Saviour himſelf,” when he 
erf ['1Ved. on earth, was pleaſed to ho- 
rare our Marriage with his perſonal 
TL... B 3 atten- 


V0 


Qr ro 


attendance ; and to put the greater 
accent and honour on ſo ſacred a 
Solemnity, was further pleaſed, to 
the admiration of all Spectators; 
to work his firſt Miracle thereat, by 
turning Water into Wine which 
Felix y- Facitly i:aplies tht Marriage brings 
ciſſitas que HOnOUr and perfeftion to the hu- 
-#d mliora Mane nature, which was ſhaddow- 
tendits ed out by the mclioration of wa- 
ter, and was a clear fignification 
and approbation of thoſe lawful J- 
delights and entertainments, which 
were ſditable and-proper to the oc- 
caſion : this Nuptial tye is Recorded 
in Heaven, Solemnized on Earth, 

is 


x 


and Confirmed by the mutual ga 
of two united individuals. 
Nil babet Love is the Harmony,the Complexi- 
we *- on,Genivs, and very Soul of Nature; 
poſh, neue £015 true Friendſhip is the Zodiack 
preftantixs Wherein the Sun of Truth, Cot 
wen ut ve- ſtancy and hearty AﬀeCtions, hiter- 
&s ſervere changeably compleat the whole cir- 
_ U- cle of motion and influence; and i 
the Guardian and tutelar Angel of - 
eve to which Duarte: alludes i 
his deſcription of Conjugal Love. 


- \ aa% ——— _— —— —_ 


LES 
" They were ſo one, that none could 
F Cjuftly [9 
Which of them rul d, or whether did 
( obey 3 
He ruPd, becauſe ſhe wonld obey, yet 
In ſo obeying rul'd as well as he, 


And as it was inſtitnted for Gods 
glory, :and preſervation of Man- 


. kind, ſo to preſerve inviolate the 


Laws of God, by avoiding and pre-" 


venting Fornication, which is for-g..q .. 
bidden by God in ſeveral places of ,,, 


od, 10 


Scri tore. n Mark 19. 


We can ſtill deſcribe and repre- 19- 


fent the primitive reftitude of hn- Heb.13-3- 


mane Natnre, though the fall hath 
maimed ovr perfection, and impair- 
ed thoſe glorious Ideas we had at 
firſt, and diſpoſed us to ſin, and de- 
viations : At firſt the ation of ſenſe 
was appointed to touch the affecti- 
on, and- {6 preſent it primarily to 


_ the Underſtanding, by whoſe con- 


duCt the Paſſions were ſubordinate 
and ſubjett to its inclinations, and 
as its Deputies in the adminiſtrati- 
B 4., —_ 


13 Orat. 


aAvy+a; 
{1 


on of ſuch Daties and Performan- 
ces, for the Benefit, Service and- 
Happineſs of the humane Nature ; 
which Underſtanding in the Soul is 
called an Intelleftual Lamp, which 
God placed for the admirable go- 
vernment of his Creature ; and the 
School-men call it Lumen Nature, 
the Light of Nature, which St. 


Se. Cbryſ. Chryſoftonre calls Nowss gnonc2s, and tells 


us, that *tis a radical and fun- 
damental knowledge planted in the 
heing of Man, budding and bloſ- 
ſoming in his firſt Principles, flou- 
riſhing and bringing forth fruit, 
ſprea _ it ſelf into all_the fair 
and goodly branches of Morality, 
under.whoſe ſhaddow the Soul takes 
great delight : And tells us further, 
that it grows ſpontaneouſly, ſhines 
out chearfully and pleaſantly ; *tis 
ſo viſible, that the infant age of 
the World coald ſpell it out, and 
_ it without a Teacher before 
Moſes was born, or Aaron wore his 
Golden Bells; before there was a 
_— or Judge in J1ſrael ;, and 
ſo the learned Groti«: deſcribes it ; 
The Law of Nature ( fayeshe ) is a 

ſtream- 


—_ > ft as ftw= am A DoAaA .vcv,- ao .. 


3 a _-*: luc WO tcoa..cz,j 


| Of- | Tao 9 - 
ſtreaming out- of glorious Light, Js Nats 
ately qo ſuch _ de. ale, of 
ormity in ſome evil, as that an ; 
intellectual Eye mult needs abhor gory 
it ; and ſuch a commanding Beanty cans, atui 
in ſome good, as that a rational 4, «x 


being mult 'needs be enamoured T5” 


with it, and fo plainly ſhewing jjconvei- 
that God ſ{tampt and ſealed the ane exti« cam 
with his Command, and branded ipſa Natws 
theother with his diſlike ; to which lac pom 
Plutarch very excellently alludes, - - turpi- 
6 Noor wx ir Br@uois This Royal Law tadinem aut 
of Nature, ſayes he, was never ſhut nceſtatew 
up in a paper Priſon, was never *r«le,0 
confined limited ro any out- 1,74... 
ward ſurface, but was bravely'ſi- gue 
tuated in the Center of a rational Dew, talem 
being, alwayes keeping the Soul «fun at » 
Company, for its proteCtion and **#97% 4: 
direCtion ; ruling all its Subjects ( all _ F'Y 
obedient aCtions ) with a Golden jure Naru« 
Scepter, and cruſhing to pieces-its 
Enemies, that's all rebellious and evil 

ations. And Plato tells us, that this 

Law is founded in Nature; for the 
maintaining,ennobling, and the per- 

feting of Nature. But Tally draws 

a molt . lively - portraiture of the 

By Law 


onſequenter. . 


to Of £ 


qui- Law of Nature : The Law of Rea- 
& - —u] ſon, ſayes he, is a beautiful Law, 
ratio, ne. 3 LaW. of a pure Complexion and 
tre con- Natural colour, of a vaſt Extent 
_ gr#ns, dif- and diffuſion ; its colour and beau- 
fuſe in on- ty cannot fade, it encourages men 
nes, co in Obedience with a ſmile, it chides 


fon, = them and frowns them out of wick- 


vocem ad ednels ; 500d men __ the whiſ- 

wn j- perings of its pleaſant voice, and 
| _ vt obſerve the leaſt glance of its love- 
Soo 4. Iy eye; but wicked men ſometimes 
terreat, que Will not hear it when it comes to 


temen pro» them in Thunder, nor take the leaſt 
; bvs, neque notice of it, though it flaſh out 

fnſtra ps; 1 5ohtning : 

bt avt oe. 2 Lightning 3 none muſt enlarge 
tar, nec nor diminiſh: this Law, neither can 
- Smprobos ju- the malice of men totally deface its 
bendo, aut Beauty, neither Prince nor People, 
_ Vetandome- Arrels nor Men can abſolve you 
vet ; Hinc . . VR + 
tegi nec pro. from it 3 this Law never: paints its 

ark jas 
oft, neque drrogeri tx bac aliquid licet, neque tote abrogani 
poteſt ; wc vero aut per Sinatum, aut per populum ſobvi bat 
lege poſoans ; nequt oft querendus txplanater, aut interpres 
tus alins, non trat alias Roma, aliz Athents, alia nun, 
alia poſtbac, ſed &+  omnes gentes omni tempore nna Lex &- 
ſempiterna, & immutabilis continebit, unuſque erit quaſi com 
munis Magifter & Legiſlator omnizm Deus, ille legis buj 
inventor, diſceptator, lator, cxi qui non parthit, ipſe ſe ſugith 
&. naturam bominis aſpeynabitsr. 

face, 
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face, nor change its colour; it does 
not put on one aſpeft-at Arhens, 
and another at Rome, but loaks ap- 
on all Nations and Perfons with 'an' 
impartial eye ; it ſhines upon all 
Ages, and Times, and-Conditions 
with a perpetual Light; there is 
bat one Law-giver, he contrived 
and commanded it, and none can 
be _— from it, unleſs he be 
baniſht from-his own Eſſence, and 
excommunicated from humane na- 
ture. And St. Auſtin in his Con- 
feſſions : Thy Law, fayes he, is, 
written -in ' our hearts, which no; vo 
Iniquity can blot out. And the wi- ſcripts 


* | | rr 


ſer Heathen braved it out in ad-# cordious 


mirable expreſſions; That Beauty noſtris, 
and Goodneſs was a ſufficient re- 7,0 


ward and compenſation, that the guum delet 


very turpitude of evil aftions is Pu-41iquitas, 
niſhment enough in it ſelf: And what 
an high pitch of greatneſs did Pla- 
to attain to, when he calls Laws - 
that were made by man, to pre- 
ſerve Juſtice, and Puniſh Vice, but 
Hominum infirmiorum commenta, a re- 
membrance for-weak men, to keep - 
them virtuous, . And. Sevece divi ' 

: y. 


$ 4dtamen 

oh freed **- neſt y. And what Chriſtian can keep 
eati tags. Pace herein, endeavouring after 
tudiney, 1uch original reftitude ? and when 
Sen. he gave the world that golden Apo- 
Vir bows thegm, That a good man has a ve- 
noreaw neration for himſelf ; what ſtrong 
emulations had he to climb after 
Original Purity, and advance Na- 
ture to her primitive Dignity ! how 
did he aim after the Image of his 
Maker, to preſerve that Species of 
Goodneſs implanted in him, as 
knowing that fins and immorali- 
ties were the degenerations of hu- 
mane Nature, and would gebaſe 

him into a Devil. 

Now man being a free and vo- 
luntary Creature, hath a freedome 
and liberty to- proſecute his own 
happineſs, and having taſted 
that forbidden fruit, how has he 
as it were poyſoned himſelf and 
poſterity ! And how hath that glo- 
rious Picture of his Maker loſt its; 

gloſs 


' b 


gloſs and beauty, and the oriency 
iy of its colours ! Horreſco referens ! 
We tremble to relate how that 
ſweet harmony of his faculties, 
and ſubordination of them to each 
other, is broken ; how every mo- 
tion of the inferior power has 
diſobeyed that government and di- 
rection which the ſuperior did ad- 
miniſter ! how hath man baſely 
exchanged reaſonable and well or- 
dered Paſſions for ſenſual and beaſt- Tarts ef 
ly! what crookedneſs and diſſen- ** voup- 


a : : - tatum ut & 
tion 1s there fighting againſt his; 


© 


reaſon ! what Soleciſms in his man- yy procetee 
ners! what impoſtures to obliterate is occaſs- 
reaſon and original truth ! and the n-n,& con- 
Underſtanding being caſt out,Paſſion #%%® 
hath uſurped the Chair, which ;,” 


| | Ariſtotle. 


- in Wild 


Of « 


Gries of nature in mutualenjoyments, 
ad conver/ationem ſpeciei, ale Gene- 
ration ſake, but not to ſatisfie thoſe 
vile affections of Luſt, as the Apo- 
{tle ſpeaks; and forſaking the guid- 
ance of reaſon, they diſhonoured 
their bodies amongſt themſelves, as 

St, Fude tells ; which is ſtyled by the 
Philoſopher, Morbid deſires ; and 
the Apoſtle tells ns, that he who 
commits fornication ſins againſt his 


Morbus eff Qwn Body. As Fernelius obſerves of 
—_ 9% Jiſeaſes, that they are affeftions of 


ram coy 


body contrary to Nature; ſo are 
Adulteries and Fornications. The 
Poet repreſented Agamemne, Os oc- 
culuſque Jovi par, in his features 
like "Jupier, Gn valour like Mars, 
om a V himſelf : 
But when angry and paſſionate,tranſ- 
form'd into a Lyon,. a Tyger 4 
Devil. So man was created 
the Divine Image, and ſhould —_ 
ſerve the ſacred obligations of Mar- 
riage Inviolable : but by Fornicati- 
ons and Adulteries metamorphos'd 
into a Beaſt, a Devil; and though 
the Commiſlion of Sin at firſt plea- 
ſes corrupt Nature, yet the viola- 
tion. 


| 
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| tion of the Divine Law, and our 
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guilty Conſciences, will affright and 
torture us. The Poet tells us, 


Princyptum dulce eſt, ſed fins amoris ama- 
( rus 
Leta venire. Venns, triftis abire ſoler. ; 


This vultures ant gnaws the af- 
ited heart, this brings deſtru@i- 
on to- Soul and Body; whence 

eeds. ſuch Ghonorreahs and In- 
Nmarions of Liver, and brings a 
ſuddain Cataſtrophe to life it elf. 
It ruined Alexander the Great, O- 
tho the Emperour, Pope Sexras the 
fourth : Qui diſſeſſit tabrdus voluprare, 
as the Hiſtorian tells us. And as 
Twrtullian obſerves, the Body quick- 
ly fails the Mind, the Mind the De- - 
re, the Delire- the SartisfaCtion, 
and ail the man.. And how hath 
Gods Judgments puriued the Adul- 
teror ! Julins Ceſar was ſtabb'd in Sutoninec .. | 

the Senate-houſe, as a juſt reward 

of his Incontinence : And how re- 

markable was Gods judgment upon 
the Levires Wife, that plaid the A-Tuay, rg. 
dultereſs! and we - have an _—_— 20, 21s; 
W. % 


Suttonius inv 
Vit. tj» 


Non it 2 
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how ſhe was cut .and divided into 
twelve pieces, and ſent into all the 
Coaſts of Iſrael. And it would be 
too tedious to relate, what miſe- 
ry and deſtruRion it brought to An- 
_ and Cleopatra, uſtus Ceſar, 
Mary of Aragon, R ws Of Lom- 
bardy, and —_ And one wittily 


expreſles it, the paſſage ta Heaven 


terris mollic is all the way up-hill, and the un- 


ad oft 
Vid, 


2 Sam. 11, 
IO, 11, 12. 


clean Adulterer with his rotten 
lungs cannot climb it up. Sampſons 
ſtrength was enervated by a Wo- 
man: And Solomon? Wiſdom nigh 
extinguiſhed in the fire of Luſt, 
What a blot and diſhonour was it 
to Amnon, and how was his Sin ag- 
gravated in the caſe of Thamar / 
Neither does it terminate in per- 
ſonal deſtrution, but affets Fami- 
lies, nay Kingdoms and Empires' 
what miſery did . David bring: on 
himſelf - family by Adultery 
with Bathſheba! and how terrible 
the Divine Judgment againſt him! 
The Sword not depart from thine 
houſe, becauſe thou -- deſpiſed the 
Lord, and taken the Wife of Uriah the 
Hite : and it muſt needs prick him 
to 
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to the Heart, when Nathan ſo Pa» 
thetically expoſtulates the caſe, and 
ſumms up Gods great goodneſs to 


V7 


him, after he had killed Uriah, and Ver. 7,8,9: 


done evil in the ſight of the Lord : 
And we find that Idleneſs was a great 
ſtep to this Sin. Devid walking on 
the top of his Houſe, ſaw that Beau- 
tiful Woman : The ſoul wanting the 
Salutiferous food of buſineſs, preys 
upon evils; as the Poet tells us of 
eAziſtus his Adultery, 


Queritur eAgiſtus quomodo ſit faftus A- 
dul 


ter, 


In promptu cauſa eft, Deſidioſus erat. 


It was Idleneſs adminiſtred ” the 
occaſion of his Sin. 

We would therefore more eſpe- 
cially recommend Imployment and 
Bulineſs, as a great preſervative 
againſt thoſe Sins : they preſerve 
he mind againſt thoſe ſenſual ſol- 
licitations and Syren Inchantments, 
and fortifie the ſoul againſt thoſe 
fatal Poyſons that kill us in our de- 
lights, and ſo preſerve it invulnera- 
ble from the Arrows of a Lis or 


Cleopa- 


- 


| 


'ta fortune ſi 


. ſecuritas,ibi 
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Cleopatra; obſtruft thoſe precare in 
delicii; which otherwiſe might ſtorm 
and conquer onr beſt reſolutions ; 
and like a Coat of Male which pre- 
ſerves the body, ſo buſinefs 
 _ _ ferves the mind from thoſe fatal In- 
Homints %* Chantations ; but if we give up our 
— p—_ ſelves to Id!enceſs, a hundred to one 
dicunt, Þut ſome evil attacks us. As a match 
takes fire, ſo Luſt overtakes Idle- 
neſs : hence the Poets repreſent all 
Shepheards laſcivious and effemi- 
nate, becauſe generally Idle per- 
fons: ſo Theophraſtus defines it, 
Orioſs animi affeftus. And Seneca is 
im the right when he tells us, 
Youth begets it, riot maintains it, 


'y. 


Furenti 


| | —— Idleneſs nonriſhes and continnes it. 


triter, feris How luſtful and effiminate was A 
alitur otio- cibiades, Sardanapains, Nero and 0- 
queinteri®- thers! Whereupon St. Hicrom ob- 
erves, That wherever Security 
and Idleneſs prevails, there wantot- 
neſs. and laſt reigns. 

And that it affeAts Kingdoms 
libido domi- and States, we find it in the cafe 
natwr, Of Sodom. God rained down Fire 
and Brimſtone from- Heaven, and 
deſtroyed the Sodowites, as Pererin 

. notes 


Ubicunque 
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. it came fot from the Strength of na- 


Of Parriage. 19 
notes on the Place ; ' Giving ther. Ex «© quod 
ſelves over to Fornication, and go- —— 
ing after ſtrange fleſh, they ſinned _ Ta. 
againſt the light of Nature: where- tragram- 
fore the Paſhon and Indignation of mater di 
Lattantius is commendable, when he © _—_— 
ſayes, That no Indignation againit mo 
this Sin of Sodom is enough : and AS prifcatur 
their pufiiſhment was by fire, ſo it contre 
was ſuitable to the Nature of their [4s nature: 
Sin, and burning Luſts, as Gre ory *2/dvpe- | 
expreſleth it.. There was Lulting ;,, 
without meaſure, and exceſs of riot; 

and as their Sins were of a crying 3 
and aggravating Natute, {o the/£"Fates 
execution of their puniſhment was fujr peccate» 
by Fire, which is accounted molt rw fater 
afflictive to Senſe, and a ſuitable iqv Sha 
puniſhment for' the greateſt offen« _ 
ders. And this fire was a miracu-jcym. 
lous fire; the Text ſays, The Lord 
rained Fite and Bririſtone, from the 

Lord : Pererius rendets it, E Noſtris, 


tural cauſes, | but immediately from 
God himſelf. God wrought a mira- 
cle to puniſh thoſe Sodomures, and 
to put a difference between the or- 
dinary Generation of fire and Sul- 
K | 'phur 


26 Or are q#; 1112 
Mis -erbis” phor, produced from natural cauſes, 
| fenifeate it is ſaperadded in the Text, » 
+ ul rerminis, © Febovah, from the Lord ; 
rerun car. and this is the ſence of the beſt In- 
| ſum mire:y- terpreters, as Toftatus, Calvin, Muſ- 
tum wvrre- culus, Parens and Rvver. 
me ”- Andwhat but the Adultery of Pa- 
qhos uu 1c 745 with Hellena, occaſioned the.Tro- 
ferentian jan War, the Ruin of thai famous 
{ ein x«:s- Kingdom, the Death of Paris, and 
þ Yaun c23- Fellena, and King Priamss himſelf ! 
| erm 1its- And Sextus Tarquinins for the Rape 
- of Lacretia, (for which ſhe ſlew her 
| OCCUrTERtL- O erta, ( or Wmc s : 
Wt an, «d ge felf,) was both expelled his King- 
| —_ _ and flain by _—_— and 
open | Romans very properly Solemni- 
Nene, <4 2ed their F Rites at the Gate 
IF) z. of the Temple of Yenus, to let the 
bous. World know, that Luſt and Incon- 
tinence was an Haſtener and Harbin- 
er of Death. Epiphanixs relates 
ad Stories of the Impurities of the 
Gnoſticks, and Clemens Alexandrings 
of the Carpocratians ; therefore let 
us all remember that Poetical Ad- 
monition 


| 
| 
| 


Corpus, opes, animam, famam, vim, 
( lumina,. Scortum 


- 


Debilitat, perevr, necat, —y _ 


And let us fcriouſly conſider the 

Royal Obſervation of the Wiſeſt 

King : She hath caſt down many wound- Prov. 7. 

ed ;, yea, many ſtrong men have been 25, «nd; 
ſlain by her : Her houſe is the way to 9 

Hell, going down to the Chambers of q 
Death. We will only juſt touch ar 
the manner of the Nuptial Celebra- 
tion , and ſo proceed to couſider 
the Effects of api > The Anci- 
ents Solemnized thole Sacred Obli- 
gations with ſuch Care, that God 
himſelf might be an apparent Wit- 
neſs of that holy Covenant ; and ſe- 
veral Nations have obſerved ſeveral 
ſorts of Ceremonies ; and we. may 
ſuppoſe them wiſely and judiciouſly 
inſtituted, as the: Repreſentatives 
of that great Myſtery. The Hebrews 
had firſt. , their . Betrothings, then 
their Conjugal Rites.; There was a 
diſtance. of: time:\between their -Eſ- 
pouſais, and ithe Confummarion ; 
which is obſervable from the Anſwer 
of Rebecca's Mother unto Abraham's 
Servant, that ſhe might a—_ 

wit 


with her at leaſt ren"dayes after 
the Eſpouſals: Several Friends af- 
liſted at this Ceremony ; and they 
had an Epithalamium, or Nuptial 
Song ſung by ſome particular 
Friends, ſtyled, the Gbildren : of the 
Bride-Chamber + And that this Hy 
meneal Song, was no other than a 
Form of Bleſſing pronounced on the 
new Married Cn, is thus deſcri- 
bed by Genebrand : ** The Chicf of 
© thoſe Companions taketh a Cup, 
« and Bleſſeth it, ſaying; gs 
the Lord our God, which created Man 
after bis own Image, and bath thi 
prepared to himſelf an everlaſting Bui 
ing : Bleſſed be thou, O Lord our God, 
who haſt created Foy and Gladneſs, the 
ur—_— and the Bride, wR/ ry 
therly Love, Rejoyereg and Pleaſyort, 
_—_ Lap Soctet Ade one's 
Lord, let uddently [4 
Cuyer of Fudah, -and Streets of Jeru- 
ſatem,; 'the voice: of Foy and Gladneſs, 
the | woice ' of the" \Brideyrbom and: the 
Bride ; \the voige of Exattation in the 
Bride-Chamber © is \ſwerter' than | 
Feaſt, and Children" ſweeter than * 
ſweetneſs of a'Song. And he — 
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the Married Couple; —From which 
our vulgar Cuſtom of- w#{hing chem 
Joy and Happineſs proceeds.---They 
kept their Marriage- Feaſt ſeven Judg- 14. 
dayes; which ſpace of time they ob- 70. ard 
ſerved for mourning, whence came 11—— 
that Fewiſb Proverb, Septem ad Con- 
viviun, ſeptem ad Luttum: And there 
was a Wedding Ring given to the 
Bride, with this Inſcription, 1Ma- 
zal Tob, which the Hebrews call the 
Planet Japtrer, according to duſter, 
which they thaught of great Effica- 
cy and Vertue for Generation. And 

e Subjetion and Modeſty of 
Women in thoſe days is obſeryable ; 
When the Wife was firſt preſented 
to her Husband, ſhe covered her 
ſelf with a Vail : Thus did Rebeccs, 
when ſhe fpyec Lſagc coming t0- gen. 24. 
wards her, {be took a Vail, and-co-6,, 
vered her ſelf, Now as the Hebrews 
pray'd unto God, ſo other Nations 
Fad their. rticu/ar Auſpicious Deir 
ties, and forms of lnvocations; as, 
at Athens, Hymenexs ;, and,at Rome, 
Thalaſſuss ; that the Marrjage might 
be happy and fortunate :' And-they 
adorned one Finger of the lefr Hand 

W 
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with a Ring, as a-Symbol of their 
great Love to their Husbands ; and 
they were wont to be carryed into 
therr Husbands Houſes, to intimate, 
that they loſt their ſollicited Virgi- 
nity not voluntarily, We will not 
trouble you with the ſeveral Cu- 
ſtoms which were accommodated 
to Magnificence and Splendour of 
the Nuptials, the Sports of Gladi- 
ators, and Preparations of Paſtime 
for the People, which braftus 
calls, the Debebef Produtt of Riches: 


and modes of Celebration, we 
. them over, to haſten to the 
of Marriage. 

Apefieriori. "Secondly, We come to conſider 
the Efetts of Marriage : And we are 
not about Umbraticam Cauſam, need- 
teſs things ; but oor deſign is tobla- 
zon the Sacred and Noble Effetts of 

Finis dat Marriage: *Tis the End and good 

anabilits- Conſequence of things that gives 

tem medi. the greater Luſtre and Lovelineſs to 
the Cauſes. ——Man being a con- 
gregable Creature, by treaſon of 

his Speech, the Communarive Orgas 

of Socrety, a9 Cicero tells us; — 


And for our modern Cuſtoms at 


a 
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delights in the Company of his own Pare cam 
Speoter, and the Similitude of their P79 f- 
Natures bath conſtituted a continu- 7. 
edAlliance amongſt themſetves. And Cicero. 
Toſtatus tells us, That that was the 
Original of Civil, Communication, 

for the mutual Preſervation of 'Man- 

kind: The happy Effects of if were 

ſeen'in the ſeverakFatnrlies ang Afſlo- 

ciations of the firſt Age :=—The firſt 
Otconomies and Inſtitutions for the 
Government of Mankind, was the 

bleſſed Effets of Marriage.— Here 

the admirable wiſdom of Divine Pro- 

vidence ſhiped ow, and herethe Ce- 

leſtial Proclamation took place ; Glo- 

ry 10God on Hizh, on Earth Peace, good 

Will towards Men : For, no ſooner 

was, "Man created' for God's Glory 

but a, meet help affigned him ;' and 

the next; thing in Natute after Gy- 

neration follows Preſervation, Snb- 
ordination, ' and Gaveryment, .as-4 

Pattern to Spcceeding Apes; for 


the Government 'of God*s Charch 
ahd Prop in the Worlt."! Now 
$0}f-bovreteihg an infeperable Pros Amor ſuis 
perty to” all Beings, we mult needs 
delight in the Pang of our ' 

_ own + 
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own Eſſence, tor the Unity we find in 
our ſelves: And when in Nature, or 
Habit, we find. the Similitude and 
-CharaCter of our ſelves, the Beams 
and Powers of our Wills and Aﬀe- 
Ctions do extend and dilate them- 
Telves upon thoſe;Objects reſpeCtive- 
ly. Now aRepreſcotation 3s made 
1, In Subſtance; 2s the. Husban 
and Wife are One. Fleſh, and Chil. 
drenthe Branches of their Parents, 
2. In Accidents, or Qualities ;, 23 
one Man is like: to another, either 
in the ,, Dimenſions of Body, Iden- 
tity of Phyfiagnomy,. or mental En- 
dowmeants ;——all which, prompts 
Nature to mutual Exerciſes of Love 
and ''Courtelie.. And this natural 
Civility and. Provigence, extends tg 
other. Creaturesas well as Map : EL 
auxeparts of the AﬀeCtion, of Ele- 
phants to. their Young; That the 
Pelican, :if the Naturalliſts may be 
credited, when: her young Ones,have 
þeen bitten, feeds, them with her 
gown: Blood, for their t ery, 
.. (yhich 8 Portugal Prince ot Ns 
blemgtical to expreſs his Love to his 
SubjeQs;) and. other + 
erve 


*— , 
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ſerve this Aﬀection, according to | 
Eliari;: Nay;rhe molt cruel of Beaſts, 

the Typger, 'if Sratins be not milta- 

ken; 


Sic aſpera Tigris Lib, 10+ 
Fatibus- dbreptis Scythico deſerta ſub 


( Antro 


Aciubat,  & lepich lambit veſtioia left. 


Nay, what Regiment this affeti- 
on does- obtain upon the whole 
Claſſesof vegetable nature,is pleaſant 
to/ obſerve: in the Vine and Elm 
how great a ſympathy ! the Olive 
and the Mirtle embrace each ofher. 
W hat a ſtory is related of twoPalm 
trees in Jtaly by Jouvianns Pontanus, 
in his Poems! 'Naturaliſts allow them 
Male and Female, and that they will 
not grow out ofeach others ſight. The 
Poet Clandian deſtribes the Paſſion 
of Yeeetables, thus, 
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But in Mankind how much greats 

er is this affetion, andiwho-can yn4 
dertake to deſcribe the extent; of 
Conjugal Love! Manadmires her as 
his meet help ; ſhe was built in Pa- 
radiſe : Nature hath givehi, her: pu+ 
rer Elements in her Compolition, 
and ſweetned' her Countenance. by- 
yond the Sternneſs of a Male Aſpett, 
and hath , intruſted her. with * the 
Conception, ProduCtion and Educas 
tion of Poſterity. And God gave the 
honour of. our Redemption to, the 
Seed of the Women ; man is morg 
obſequious to that-Sex than his own, 
For a,virtuous and wiſe Woman 1s 
like.'the Ambaſlador of a Prince, 
held asaPerſonfacred: manadmirg 
her for that: ſecret / {weetneſs -that 
andulge | and.; gratifie! all- his ſenſes 
at\.once-io - Ri$: Converiation with 
her; and is ſenſible of the 'fruk 
tion of ſo excellent a Creature 
without bimſelf, and:abthe honqw 
| he rgccives by help of Propagati- 
on! and\parity .ph,gatural Union 1! ſhe 
is the high Chamberlain of his Soul, 
Prizadd 0k-his. $4lts, ang: With. tp 
2 | "« ®  .char 


SE "op" 
charms: of her figure; feature and 7s fot4 wt 


| 
4 J relation, ; can- -perfwade- him. into 54 n:bitfor 
| more than all the intermitted retho- ,,; 1;-u;. 
tick ofa; Maſculine friend. + us, nibit 
A$ Ns ad ho » he { auguſtins, - 
4- | . | thil preti 
fal ”m 21 1na 10! fr. - 
- Ab-\talem nxorem qui  preftentiſſi —_— 
? yo * 1 : (f or ma, :ives bine 
» | AV mortals. xefert. facile intel 
: liguntuy. 
) But it would, be too tedious'to re- Socrates. » 


© 


late the Examples of Conjugal af- 
feftion z we paſs. over the. Love of 
Abraham and 1ſaac to their Wives ; gz, 24. 
of Ezekiel, whoſe Wife: was called 16. 

the delight of his Eyes; the Vulgar 

Latin 1s, Defader tr Ccytorym tuorium, 

Anguſtes .Ceſor:dicd. in. the kifles. of 

his Wife Livia. Conjugit noſtri mes 

mor, vive & vale. We pals over the 
affeftions of Theodoſius and Placilla 

his Queen, of Seneca and Paulina, 
OMmifolns and 'Arremeſia > and it iSres 
ported- of one that ordered to be 

writ. on: bis Tomby!/That he had 1i. 

ved with his Dear Wite forty three 

years- elght- months, and; never fell : 
out. __ a bleſſed Amneſtia does 
this . noble » Conttuutian tErtle -.45 
mongſt men ! And the Converſati- 
Leah C3 on 
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on of a good'Wife ſweetens'Life, 
and baniſhes vexation ; to whom we 
may tell our d' ſcontents, and have 
them leſſened, and: ont "joyes, and 
have them multiplyed : and he that 
hath a good, Wiſe, hath'trwo-felves, 
and pollcſles all his faculties double. 
Homer brings in Paris kiſling 
Hellena after 'ten years Marriage, 
proteſting as much. afteftion as: if 
but newly /conjoyned;:*- Like the 
O:d man in yy | 


Uxor vivanns quod viviews, & mo- 
( rramur 

Servames nomen ſumpſimus tt tbalamo;, 
Nec ferat ulla des as COMMMEMNY In 
{ ( £10 
Quin tibt ſum Furdents tuque puella mi- 


Dear Wifelet's "I in oy and dye 
Cop 


As hetctotore we have- in a 
( Wills 

Let no day change or alter our-affe- 
( Rions, 

But ey be young to one another 
| 2 CMill. 

10 . 2 Much 


Of Partiage. J1 
Much like the ſaying of Solomon, 
And rejoice with the Wife of thy Youth, Prov..19% 
let her be as the loyuiny Hind, and the 
pleaſant Roe ;-let her Breaſts ſatiifit 
thee - at all times, and be thou ravmiſhed 
alwayes with ber Love, Here isa mag- 
netick and charming quality, a 
werful and occult motive ; and 
though he rule his Wife as head, 
yet ſhe again commands his Heart 
po happineſs like it, placens Vxor, 
a ſweet Wite. 
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Omnis Amor magnus, ſed aperto in con- 
( juga major : 


No Love ſo ſtrong as this Conju- 
&2] Love, they being but one fleſh 
are nnanimonus, and Gerion-like, 
Coaleſcere in Unum, and have but 
one Heart in two Bodies. 


Amicitie - 
ſym bolums 


TY 


C orporibut geminis Spirit us kKnus rat. 


And ſo continue in mutnal Love, 
affeftion and endearments to each 
other ; according as the Poet per- 
ſonates a Loving- Husband : 


on 


Er 
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Proprvtii?. Et me ab amore tuo deducet nulla ſe. 
__ ( nettus, 


Sive ego Tythonis ſive ego Neſtor ero, 


No ape ſhall- part my Love from 
( thee, ſweet Wie, 
Tho 1 live Neſtors, or Tythonus lite. 


And ſo & diverſo, the Woman al- 
ſo hath a great ſenſe of theſe con- 
jugal obligations ; ſhe admires her 
Husband as her Head and ProteCtor, 
and under God a Melior Natura, 
an Auſpicious Genius, and Tute- 
lar Angel, concern'd for her happi- 
neſs, and conſulting all the honou- 
rable methods for her Preſervati- 
on and Comfort: And the Care, 
Diligence and Induſtry 'of a good 
Husband, for ,the Preſervation and 
Happineſs of her, and hers, recom- 
mends him the .more to her Love 
and moſt endeared affeftions. She 
cannot but adore the Divine good- 
neſs, that when her Parents are 
dead, and her Friends fail her, that 
ſhe hath a ſecond Self, who is on- 
happy if ſhe be miſerable ; and m__ 


Or 

God her happineG in this World 
depends immediately on the Indu- 

try, Sobricty, Diligence and Pro- 

vidence of her Husband. Man and 

Wife ſhould reſemble the Cheru- 

bims in the Temple, which looked 

on each other; 1o they ſhould Jove 

and -admire each other, and meet 

half way in the joint Proſecution 

of both- their good. The Apoſtle 
exhorts Husbands to love thewr Wives Eph. s. 25. 
as Chriſt loved the Church: And Cal, 4. 18+ 
Wives to ſubrit themſelves | to their 
Huſbands, 4s' fit i fit in the Lord, 

and win them by their ſweet Conver- 1 Pet-3+ Is 
ſation. ' And 'the' Wile man, in his 
deſcription of a loving and induſtri- 

ous Wife; ſays, She will do him 

good, and. not evil all: her dayes ; And 

goes 'on deſcanting on the particu- 

lar parts of her goqd houſewifery : 

And jn the' 28 wer/e, Pronounces 

his bleſſing on her ; Her Children Prov. 31+ | 
ariſe up and call her bleſſed, her Huſ- 1%: 

band alſo, and he praiſeth- her. We 

alſo have read of the conſtancy of 

a- Ruth, of Sarah and Rebecka's fide- 

lity to their Husbands; and in the 

Roman Government, the Bride uſed 


Cy to 
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to ſalute her Husband': Ubi tx Cai- 
us, ego ſemper Caia. 

It was anexcellent Character the 
Holy Ghoſt gives of Abigail, that 
ſhe was a Woman of an excellent 
Underſtanding, in Pacifying David, 
and ſaving her houfe. . Ph#le and 
Zenobia were excceding Lovers of 
their Husbands ; and what Lamps 
of Female Glory were the. Corne- 
lia's, Panthia's, Porcia's, and others ! 
and how great an Admiration- had 
that Perſian Lady for her Husband, 
when at Cyr his Wedding, ſhe 
was asked,- How ſhe likd the Bride- 
groom ; I know not, ſaid ſhe; for 
F ſaw none- there, but mine own- 
Husband. And Plutarch relates 'of 
the Love and. Wiſdom of the-Cel- 
tick Women, that when their. Hauſe. 
bands were involved in @ Civil War, 
by the endeavours and" Solicitati- 
on of their Wives, a Peace was 
made, and for their Honour and 
Reward they were admitted to the 
Council. And it was one of the 
Articles made with Hammbal, That 
if the Carthacimians had any contro- 
veriie with the Celtianr, 1t fhonld: 

be 
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be decided by the Celrian Women ; 
and we find a paſlage in Emripides 
to this effect, , 
Optima wrt poſſeſſio uxor benevola, 
Mittigans tram, & avertens animum 
ejus 4 triſtitia. 


Mans beſt poſſeſſion is a loving Wife, 
She tempers anger and diverts all 
( ſtrife, 


And as in this Conjugal affeCti- 
on, there is ſuch an egreſs and 
expanſion of the Heart and Spirits 
to the object loved, - and a Love 
and reſpett of that extent, that an 
Omid can't teach it, nor Solomon 
defcribe, nor Apeltes paipt itz, fo 
an high care and ſolicitation for Res ef fob | 
the well-being and preſervation##: plns 
of each other: as the Poet well de- 1s © 
ſcribes the jealouſie of Penelope for gyids B; 
the ſafety of- Vhſſes, pilt. 


In te fingebamt violentes Troias ituros, Ovics E- 
Nomine / in Heitureo, pallida jemper yiſt, 
( cram. 


How 


How oft my dear Uliſes did I ſee 
In my ſad thoughts proud. 7rojaxs 
(ruſh on thee, 
And when great Hettors but touch'd 
( mine cars, 
My cheeks drew paleneſs from my 
7 ( paler fears, 


And as abſence 1s tedious and 
unpleaſant, ſo their departure each 
from other afflitive and uneaſie : 
When Thais took her leave of Phe- 
aria, 


Egone quid velim, 
Nottes dieſque ames me, me deſideres, 
Me ſommies, me expettes, me copies, 
Me ſperes, me te oblettes, mecum t0- 
(4 ſes, 
Menus fac poſtremo animus, quando ego 
HIT FHMS, 


Dozſt ask, my Dear, what ſervice 1 
. ( will have, 

To love me day and night is all I 
( crave; 


To 
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To dream on me, to expect, to think 

( on me, 

Depend and hope, {till covet me to 

(ſee; 

Delight thy ſelf in me, be wholly 

( mine, 

For know, my Love, that I am wholly 

( thine. 


But we muſt ſhake off this plea- 
ſant Argument, For there's no end 
of it, In ſhort, how have Philoſo- 
phers, Hiſtorians 'and Poets cele- 
brated this Alliance, this Conjugal 
Oeconomy, this Divine conſtituti- 
on! Dies deficeret & Nox ; we will 
only give you the rapture of Boe- 
thins, 


0 Felix hominum genus ! 
$1 veftro; aramos Amor 
Quo Celo regitur, regat. 


Now two being become one by 
this Myſterious ConjunCtion, the 
reciprocally love and mutually af- 
feft each other, and jointly promote 
the happineſs of-both : the man 1s 
obliged to love his Wife, as Gro- 

| ths 


Pileftione tins ſayes, with a chaſte and conſtant 
frcreceft love, and ſet their Wives the ex. 
* mample of a Religious Life: And 
ſanite itethe Woman to love, reverence and 
*»xoribus {ſubmit to her Husband, freely and 
preveat. , chearfully acknowledging the Ordi. 
— nance of God from the. beginning, 
luntate, ag-48 Zaxchins direfts. And as the Ma. 
noſcentes trimonial honour 1s to be preſer- 
ordinzti- yed inviolable, ſo the Holy Gholt 
——_ is pleaſed to repreſent the myſti- 
te peccatum Cal Union between Chriſt and. his 
conſticxit. Church, by the ſemblance and Ana- 
s uw jprdis 108y of Marriage. ; 
revidetur, Now this Love and AﬀeCtion be- 


Chnifo © + Rational love, whereby all the 
op _ AﬀeCtions and Aftions — confor- 
| te. Eſtius med tothe Objeft; and this Love 
in loc. the Philoſopher ſtyles, Debiruon Na- 
ture, a Debt we owe to Nature, 
and the negle@t thereof a treſpaſs 


againſt Nature; becauſe is 


Love it ſelf; he made the World- 
out of Love, and wonderfully illy- 
ſtrated this Love in redeeming of 


itz and the Emanations of it are 
vilible in- his - Divine gm 
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and in his care and protection of 


every. individual, and- partiele- of 
the Creation. 


$1 rerum queris fuerit quas fints & or- 
b ( tus 
| Deſine, nam cauſa oft uma ſolus F 


Doeſt ask the reaſon-moved God a- 
( bove 

To make the world, the only cauſe 
( was Love. 


Amor ef 


And here we might enter into', .*. 
z vaſt and ' Philoſophical Field of ,4,7,. 
diſcourſe, and-gave you the Defini- pry, # * 
tion, diviliorr and obj of ' Love; vitalis (nt- 
according to:Lron Hebreus, a volun- 89 ?x ipſe 
tary affection and deſire to enjoy *_y ow” 
that which was good-: Onme pul- rank 4] 
chrum eſt amabile ;, and the more fair Pulchrits- 
the objeft, the more deſirable .- Pla- 4s 1/ prrfe- 
to defines Beauty, a reſulting from is compe- 
ka good. Others cal . L/- _ 

eftion” of the- whole compoſiti- $5: I 
ol!; and this Comelineſs is called rH m_ 
Grace, which joyned with Beau- tion parti” 
ty 15 like-the Shimings that _ nas 

om © 
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from a Glorious and Divine Sun; 
than which admirable Beauty, ſays 
Socrates, there is: nothing 10 maje. 
ſtical, nothing ſo ſacred, divine and 
Lovely, and nothing can charm 
mankind ſo much. When Yer xe: de- 
{troyed all the-Temples ot theGrect. 
an Deities, he cauſed the PiCture 
of Diana, in Inteorum ſervari, to 
be fpared for its Beauty. and Maje- 
Nature fty: Bat how much more charming 
gaudentis js natural Beauty, which Plare calls 
845+ the Quinteſlence and Triumph of 
ature. Carneades calls it, Still 
Rethorick, that perſwades; without 
Speech; 'tisa Kingdom withont a 
Gratioreſt Militia, which made Diogenes call 
pelchro, vt- Beautiful Women Queens, becauſe 
mens © ©0'- 1] were willing to obey their Com- 
bo yoeut mands : and the Poet deſcribes Di- 
ds, do's aſtoniſhment whea ſhe firſt be- 
held cAncas, 


Obſtupuit primo aſpetu Sydonia Dido, 


tranſported . with. the. Beauty of 

Origen, Chrilt; he was Fairer than the Sons 
| of men, Foſeph's comelineſs conci- 
liated 


So the Woman of Samaria was: 


OE. a 6 Oc wo tmotld wit wr 


mired Cleopatra, and Theſcrs was 
charmed with Hellena. And though 
the Mind 1$ not occaſioned by the 
Body, 'yet Philoſophy tells us it 
follows the temperament of it ; and 
where the external Qualities are 
ſo beautiful, we, may gueſs at, the 
Judgment, concluding Far the love- 
ly diſpoſitions of the Soul quick- 
neth and animates the, outward 
Graces; and there "being ſo ſlrong 
a love between the Body and Soul 
we may from thence, preſume 0 
a ſimilitude in the Qualities of.the 
Soul, with thoſe lovely impreſſions 
of nature we find in the Body. 
Now- Leon Hebreus divides Love 
into three parts, Natural, Sen» 
ſible, and Rational ; Natural 
Love is ſeen in the Elements, Sun, 


] Moon and Stars, in Mettals and 
; | Stones; gratia tendunt deorſum ;, Fire 


| for the preſervation of the Speci- 


upwards, and in Vegetables, as be- 
fore, Senſible Love in brute Beaſts, 
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liated his Favour in the e£eypri- ' 

an Court : How much doth P. A ,;, ,, pul. 
rales admirg the Beanty and Lultre 7, & 

of the Virgin Mary! Ambony ad- Mar. 


Hf Grriage 
es; and Rational, which was hand. "0 
led before, as proper to Mankind the 
bur then only refpeating Phila yt £ 
thropy, the -love of - men to, there" 
own Species ; whereas the. affeai-Jra 
ons of men are likewiſe ditated on 
things as well as perſons. We ad-F 
mire Virtue, Wiſdom, Eloquence, 
Profit, Wealth, Honour, Beauty, 
Friendſhip,- Charity, © and othetFÞ* 
things, Arts and' Scierices ; but weÞPr 
only name them, each head would df 
take up'a copious diſcourſe by it 
ſelf. And pleading Peceavs for this]! 
pleaſant” digreſſion, we _return toy 
proſecute the remaining: Effetts of 
Marriage :' And the next is Chil- 
dren. 

When he ſees thoſe fine and elz 
borate pieces of himfelf, whom GodF'* 
hath graciouſly given him, how does 
he adore the Divine Goodneſs that 
made him a Father, and Inſtrument 
to preſerve by a continued Suc+ 
ccſſion Gods Church in the World! 
and how is he obliged to give down 
to his Off-ſpring thoſe Precepts 
and Inſtitutes for-Gods glory, their 
good and advantage, he ce 


from his Anceſtors'! Children are 
he bleſſing of their! Parents, and 
2 £00d Parent a bleſſing ro his Chil- 
iren, -Whtmn God bleffed onr firit 
Parents;* Tewas' thus 7: Be- frodefuly 
nd multiply, atid repleniſh the earth 1 $;quige ie 
yhich- Bleſſing, as 'a learned man fecungits- 
lls- us, fiznifies all} Fruitfulneſs, #7 onnm- 
Favour-avd'Plenty ; and that God 7” __ 
rould* hedp 'on them all Joys and,,,, 4 
Proſperity : - {oi that- the- bleſſing que Deus 
pf Children and-all- other Enjoy + omg 
ments, are annext to Marriage. So''** - 
when God bleſſed Abraham; In ale 4 


catus uit. 


#3 


dita verbis; which" ſignifies Gods 
zarneſt reſolutions - to Bleſs Abra- 
, and his Seed 'after him : The 
Hebrews obſerved a Conveniency be- 
tween the forms of -expreſlion 
and the thing expreſt : So when 

Chriſt ſaid, With deſire I have de- Luke 22. 

ed ; Aquinas noteth on the place, Cords & 


that the Heart and Tongue both 0% breong 
| Pray= 
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Inheritance. 


And when God blciled 
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Prayed : And 'David exprefſeth the 
goodneſs of God: to the. [Secd-of 
Pal. 105. Abraham; O: ye ſecd of Abftham hu 
6,8, 9,10, Servant, 4nd. yt ſeed ofii FAcob: hi 
Ul. Choſen, be hath; remembred hs: Cove- 
nant for ever ;. the word which he-cm- 
manded to a Thouſand Generations ; 
which Covenant he-made yumto Abt 
bam, and his Oath unto\ Iſaag, and 
confirmed the ſame unto  Fagtb for. 4 
Lam, and to Iſrael for an everlaſting 
Covenant, ſaywng, Unto thee will Igine « 
the land of Canaan, the lot of your 


| Fardh, 


Wa. 44 3- 4 will porr my Sparit ann thy ſeed, and 
my bleſſing 0n-thine. Off-ſprang. , 
. Now as theſ# are. the Promiſes 
and Bleſſings of God on the one 
hand, ſo 'tis .the Parcnts Duty 
on the other- to expreſs their 
O-ligations and - Thankfulneſs  1n 
the Education and Care 'of- their 
Proy 20.3.Children ; like Solbdmon's Fuſt +14, 
who walketh in bis Integrity, and bu | 
Children are blefſed after im, How |' 
does he conſult all wayes and me- 
thods to make his Children tru- 
ly happy ! By Integrity we may | 
| under- | 


.S KB = 
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voderſtand 'that -faithfulneſs a Fa- 
ther oweth -. to his ;Children,/- in 
giving cthew'a'cthigious and. ſober 
Education ://Norture is' as. neceflas + 

ry for Chiidrea as Nouriſhment, 

which it Parents neglect, they ars -«< © 
Peremtores. porins quay parentes, ras No ſime! 
ther Parickdes. than; Parents;-but ** 9s 
the good - Father -;takes Solomon's —_ _ 
Advice,-and:-teains- up his -Child ;n 2. 
in-the way he ſhould goe ; and dis. 
with that wiſe Spartan Prince, when Prov-22.6, 
he was asked what: he ſhould teach Azgrfilzrrs 
his Childrev, made Anſwer, Thoſe x;zoph. 
things: thier they. ſbauded: make uſe of .- 
when 'they  byrame 1men;: For Yourh 

is like ſoft. Wax, takes any Im- Tinquan 
preſſion; therefore it ought. $0 be «br4/s 24: 
{eaſan'd with; Religion and Learn- #4: 
iog ; $$:;the-Spring-.is the: fitteſt 
ſced-time:for Grain-and-Planzjag, 

{o Yapth 35 the moſt convenient ſea- 

ſon to ſcatter the Seeds. pf Know- 

ledzs, upon! the .ground-:of the 


..-\Apdibkis: Integrity, alſp takes in 
the good Example of the Parcg, 
for 'g9pd Examples are very pre- 
Valeut; with Ghildren,, - It is record- 


+ 


46 


Df Marriage. 


Matis in- ed for the honour of Joſhua, . that heſ\ 


Fuentuy 
uod fecit 
Voice 
quam quid 
aocuit 
Plato, 


Tdolum 


Theatris 


Lib. 12. "Diſce - pner* virtmten! ex me," veroſque 


in eAfincas 'adviling- his Son- Aſca- 


took care - of his «Children, 'and 
"'twas his good reſolutiony(iThat hef. 
and his Houſe would: ferve' the 
Lord : Lycwrgus commanded all his 
Citizens to dine publickly,; where 
their Children heard no idle Speech. 
es, but gravediſcourſe about the Go. 
vernment -of the Common-wealth, 
The good Parent is an- utter 'Ene. 
my to evil Cuſtoms, he.well knows 
what arguments are -brought from 
thence to ſupport ill aftions ; for 
Cuſtome ( as the Lord Yerular calls C 
it )is the dumb Idol of the world, | 
the great Mart of Error, wherein |" 
Men unthriftily - take up on 'truſt, |? 
and' at laſt break by too much re- J 
lying -onh the bankrupt ſecurity 'of F" 
a Faſhion; the [gn faruws and blaze f, 
men -play about, as Flies 'about a) 
Candle, 'till they burn their wings: 
He will therefore be-ſure to g 
his Children a;good Example, ,and 
aboliſh bad Cuſtomes. Yirg:l brings I 
F : G 
. (Labores, | 


mins ; 


Vit» 


hel ſirtue” and Patience learn of me, 


ad ( my 50N, 
hel. 59 Homer repreſents Hedor Pray- 
he 


iwg for his Son ; 
his 


Let it be ſaid, here's a good Son in- 


Te 

þ. 7 PR (deed, 
o That did his noble- Father far ex- 
th | (cced, 
dl | And if Heathens profeſt this ſort 


m (of Piety, how much more ſhould 
far [Chriſtian Parents bring - up their 
al; (ctuldren in the Admonition, and 
Id, Fear. of the Lord! How: much 
ein (92S. 1t,.to the honour. and glory 
iſt, of Abraham, when God gives this 

Teſtimony of him ! For 7 know him, Gen.18.19 
hat he will command his Children, and 


27e 

{1 

#'|. 

him. Which WAS, .. 
- that in [d all the Fami ' 


lies: of Nag rth be bleſſed ; As s if 
; [God ſhould argue, How ſhall Lful- 
fill my promiſe to Abrabam, pnleſs 
lbraham inftrudt his Children? and 
© - what 


4 " I vv | | 
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what Parent will Wilfully ob- 

ſtrut his/ own and Childrens hap- 

r Kings 2- pines? So David charged Solomon : 

2, 3+ Be thou ſtrong therefore, and ſhew 

thy ſelf a man : And keep the charge 

of the Lord thy God, to walk mm bis 

ways," to keep his Statutes, his Fudve. 

ments, and” his Teſtimonies, as it «s 

mwrirten in the Law of Moſes: and 

that he might the rather. embrace 

bis charge, he adds the reafon, 

Majorl o1. That thou maiſt proſper in «lt thok 

licitudine deft, and mhitherfogver thou turn 

me partwri- eft thy felf': Anq' St. * Auſtin reports 

ebat Spirits gt his Mother” ' Monrea; that: fhe 

qu" P?P'* ceaſed not,d5* her erdeavours. eve- 
rat carnt, 

partaichat TY Way, that he might be truly 

care ut infeligious, ahd as well Gads Child 

banc tempo*by 'Grace, as hers, by Nature. This 

ralem 14- j5"that. Domeſtick care that'is- in- 


ſeerer cont -nbent." onall Parents, to teach 


nan loom their Chitdren their Duty ro God 


re nzſ-erer. himſelf, ro Honour their Parents, 
Aug. Lib. to reverſte their | iours, be 
- _ courteons to their E 


, and that 
in all « their Aftions;” they ſhould 
tave Ocati,' th Metani, and fo be 
rett' in- curid,> the Wiſeman - alſo 
tells us, what Inſtruftions he re- 
—_ ceived 
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Wiſdom and to ſhun the path of 
the Wicked; and further tells us, 


26 
ceived from his Parents: To ſtudy Prov. 4. 


that whoſo loverh Wiſdom rejoyceth ©). 23, 


his Father; and this Wiſldom is the 
fear of the Lord, as we find after- 


wards : The fear of the Lord, that Prov. 9.10, 


is Wiſdom, and the Knowledre of the 
Holy is Underſtandiny. 

The good Parent well conſiders 
Religion as molt eſſential to his 
Childrens Happineſs ; that in the 
end of their days, when all other 
things fail, then God may be the 
ſtrength of their Heart, and their 
Portion for ever. 

That Artiſtes Sacrorum, the Re- 
yerend \. Dr. Uſher, uſed prayer in 
his Family four times a day, and 
on Frydays Cathechized them ; as 
remembring ' that charge , which 
God commanded the old 1/raelites, 
Theſe Words which I command thee this 


Deur 


6.6 


day, ſhall' be in thine Heart, And At , 


thow ſhale teach them dilizently to 
thy Children, and thou (halt talk. of 
of ther: when thou ſitteſt in thine houſe, 
and when thou walkeſt by the way, and 
when thou leſt down, and when thou 


D riſe 


Phil. de Co- 
mints. Ab. 
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riſeſt up. And next after Religion 
his care is manifeſt, to learn them 
Arts and Sciences, knowing that 
Ignorance brings ldleneſs, Idleneſs 
brings ill Company, which the De- 
vil uſeth as an Engine to Dethrone.- 
men from the ſafe and honourable 
ſeat of Virtue to the precipice 
of ruine and deſtruction, and fo 
enchanting their Underſtanding, 
their Miſery attends them incognito 
whereas good and wiſe Aſlociates 
are our ſecond Genius to good.- 
"neſs; or as another expreſleth it, 
"Tis an Indication of a good and 
virtuous diſpoſition, to chooſe 
learned and virtuous Companions : 
which made Alexander ſo highly 
eſteem Ariſtotle, Themiſtocles his 
Anaxagoras, and Scipio his Canatins, 
And he recommends virtue to them, 
as the complement of a bappy life, 
and only Immortal thing that be- 
longs to Mortality, and repreſents 
it to them with ſuch Beauty and 
Majeſty, that ic muſt needs conci- 
liate Love and Veneration; and be- 
ing a Charm ſo powerful, the af- 
feftcd Soul admires it, as the La- 
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dy and Queen of an Intelletual 
Beauty. 

He well knows that Nature has, 
as it were, of purpoſe left many 
things for Art and Induſtry to fi- 
niſh and make up; and as tis Arts 
daty to imitate Nature, ſo''tis its 
dignity to perfeCt it : Nature gives 
in the Oar, but Induſtry refines it 
into Silver. God hath beſtowed 
on his Children the Light of Na- 
ture, and the Underſtanding of a 
Reaſonable Being, and though by 
Original Sin this Light be eclipſed, 
this Underſtanding and Reaſon wi- 
ther'd, there is the more need of 
ſupernatural accompliſhments. Arts 
and Sciences poliſh and improve 
Nature, and confer a great hel 
and furtherance thereunto, _ 
care the diſeaſes of our Minds : as 
it was ſaid of Demoſthenes, that Na- 
ture brought forth one Demoſthenes, 
and — another, his Intelle- 
Auals were ſo improved by his ſtu- 
dies. He recommends therefore 
to his Children the ſtudy of the 
Scriptures and praQtical Divinity, 
commetids the devotion of a Nu- 
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ma, the Juſtice of an Ariſtides, the 
good Laws of a Solon, the Pru- 
dence of a Cato, the Courage of a 
Scipio, the Moderation of a Fabins, 
and the publick Spirit of a Cce- 
70; and commends Learning, that 
is the only thing to enrich their 
minds with ſuch precious furniture, 
that Alexander profeſs'd he had ra- 
ther excell in Wiſdom than Pow- 
cr, and as that which promotes 
the civil end of our Life; Ur in 
honore cum dignitate wivamus; and 
that a man without, Underſtand- 
ing 1s like the Bealts that periſh ; 
therefore \he is highly ſollicitous 
to inſtruft his Children, with the 
Emanations of Divine Wiſdom, 
the 1dcas of Morality, the Simples 
of Science, the Flowers of Retho- 
rick, Reaſon and Philoſophy, and 
to build them up into the Gallan- 
try and Perfection of men, How 
does he ſet before them, that 
Learning was the Glory of Scipie 
Africanus, Charles the Great, Ti- 
tus Veſpatian, Charles the fifth, and 
our late King James! and how 
much Hiltorians, Poets and Philo- 
[1 ſophers 
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ſophers have celebrated the Glories 
of the Learned ; and by this ſtir 
up the genius of his own Children 
to an Emulation of their virtues: 
And we read of great Perſonages 
that raught their Children them- 
ſelves : Auguſtus C «ſar read Cicero 
and Vir-il to his Children, and of a 
Grectan Emperovr, that taught his 
Daughter himſelf: and Biſhop Few- 
el cites her 'in kis Apology, as Au- 
thor of a Church Hiſtory : fo Paulus 
e/Zmilius inftrafted his- Children 
in the Latin and Greek Tongues ; 
And Str Tho, Mor when Lord Chan- 
cellour tavght his three Dayghters, 
and -Buchawal relates of the admi- 


* rable Learning of Sir Anthony Cooks 


Children, 'inſtrufted by their Fa- 
ther. vol 

And as theſe things are incumbent 
on Parents, ſo 'tis the Childrens 
happineſs to have ſuch Woartches 
over them : having touched at the 
Juſt mans Integrity, the V/iſe man 
adds this, His Children are bleſ- 
ſed after bim. ©"Tis indeed a great 
bleſſing to Children, ro have Wile 
and Religious Parents ; and when 
D 3 they 
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they ſit at the- feet of ſuch Ga- 
maliels, they enjoy that Happi- 
neſs the Queen of Sheba pronoun- 
ced on Salomon's Servants, Hap- 
py are thy Aden, bappy are theſe 
thy Servants, that ſtand continually 
before thee, and bear thy 1!1"iſdom, 
And as a grateful acknowledge. 
ment of their Obligations, they 
ought to give their Parents all Du- 
ty, Honour and Reverence. *Tis the 
Apoſtles exhortation, Honour thy 
Father and thy Mother, this 1s the 
firſt commandment with Promiſe: And 
whats that ? That thy days may be 
long in the Land. And this promiſe 
were ſufficient if all duty were ſu- 

rſieded. And the wiſe man ex- - 

orts us, Honour thy Father that be- 
gat thee, and deſpiſe not thy Mother 
when old: -And indecd the Book of 
Proverbs is full of ghoſtly advice 
to Children; and "tis but common 
gratitude, to be thankful to them 
who gave them being, and by -In- 
ſtruQtion in Religion and Learning . 
they _ give them alſo well-being ; 
with what ardent affeQtion arid am- 
bition ought they to anſwer the 
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expectations of their Parents, con- 
ſonant to the Apoſtles exhortati- 


on; Children obey your Parents in all Col. 3. 20, 


things, for this 3s well pleaſing to 
Goa. 

But we will paſs on to proſecute 
our further diſcourſe; only let us 
hear Plato's opinion about the Go- 
vernment of Youth: In the Foun- 


dation of Youth, ſays he, well 


ordered and taught, conſiſts . the 
flburiſhing of a Common-wealth. 
And indeed he is altogether in the 
right; for the Education and Go- 
vernment of Youth, is like the pre- 
paring and poliſhing Stones and 
Utenſils for ſome magnihcent Fa- 
brick : And here we con!d wiſh eve- 
ry Family a little Seminary of 
Religion and Lezrring, for the 
ſervice of Church and State; as 
our Univerſities are for the accom- 
pliſhment of Perſons for Sacred 
and Civil Offices: And we find Pl- 
tarch of the ſame Judgment; and 
tells us, that Education and Learn- 
ing reform the Life and Manners, 
and afford the beſt advice for ths 
Government of a Common-yealth : 

Ma. And 
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And we thence inferr, that a re- 
formed Life and Manncrs, not 
only produce an Excellent 'Occo- 
nomy and Inſtitution of «Govern- 
ment, but are the moſt icrviceable 
and adventitious helps to prelerve 
the Urity ard Beauty of ſuch ad- 
miniltrations, and infallil py . annex 
Hippineſs and Proſperity to fuch 
a People. 
And if good Government and 
Diſcipline were oblerved in Fa- 
milics, how much would it "Cold 
dice to publick advantage? As in 
an Army, what glorious encounters 
are they fit for, when the Gene- 
ral underſtands his Intereſt and 
Station, and all his Souldiers per- 
fetly underſtand their Poſts, all 
expert and acute in Military nn- 
dcrtakings. So in a State, when 
all arc fit to rule, and all willing 
to obey their Prince; whole hap- 
pineſs conliits in the happineſs of 
his Pcople, as Grot4xs tells us ; and 
Lipſcus calls it, Verum C& le Griman 
Imperium: A true and lawful Em- 
pire ſo governed. Now when the 
People are taught to be religious, 
Religi- 
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Religion maſt needs flouriſh; and 
when they are inltrufted in Arts 
and Sciences, Trades and Com- 
merce, it muſt needs conduce to 
their happineſs, profit, honour and 
greatneſs. 

We all know, that thoſe States 
thrived beſt, that were moſt addit- 
ed to the ſervice of their Gods: 
Rome ſaw her beſt dayes when Re- 
| ligion flouriſht there under a N«- 
: ma, Auguſtus, Titus, Conſtantine, 
Theodoſims, and others: And Bodin 
| gives us the reaſons of it; From 44 (4 nin 
hence, ſays he, they became Loyal ſub4itorun 
| to their Prince, Ovedient to the fe in 
Magiſtrate, Dutiful to Parents, © 

: . obediintia 
Charitable to all, with an equal,,,, z,.. 
diſtribution of Juſtice: and by theſe j:{ra:«s 
2dminiſtrations they.cxceeded other piztas in 


Nations, as Martial ſets them out. £9/99t#, 
charitgs is 


v7 


| ſeagulos, &* 
Terrarum Dea, gentiumque Roma, jutititia in 


Cut par eſt nibil, & nibil ſecundum,” onnes pin- 
| det at Rte 

Rom? of all Nations is the Lady > 7+ 
( Queen, 

To which the like, or ſecond, is not 
| ( ſeen. 
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ſola Roma - 
na gens to- 


ſent the Levites with his Princes, 
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They exceeding other . Nations 
ing Piety, as one obſerves; by this 
they conquered all, the world be- 
ſides. And St. Chryſoſtome tells us, 
that Princes without learning and 
the fear of God, manage bur lame- 
ly their greatelt Afﬀairs, and are 
blind in d4ſcretion. and knowledge : 
The Piety of an Ayeſilans, brought 
him both Honour and Succeſs 
the Devotion of -a Numa and a 
Fabixs, made them formidable and 
glorious ; Apd we have read of a 
Law of one of our Daniſh Kings, 
that at the Allizes the Biſhop was 
obliged tg accompany the Judge, 
that the one, might countenance 
Gods Law, and; the ather Mans ; 
in_ Imitation of Fehoſaphar, who 


to teach in the Cities of Judah, 
Ve paſs over the Piety of Charles 
the great, who. uſed to ſet his 
Crown on the Bible ; of Edward 
the Sixth, and Queen Elizabeth, 
who when the Bible was preſent- 
ed to her by the Citizens of Zon- 
den, kiſs'd it, and laid it to her 
'Breaſts ; 
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Breaſts : and the Exampies of Prin- 
ces are of great force to promote 
Devotion in the People. Regw ad 
Exemplum, was a ſaying of old, 
and all Ages have confirmed it. 
Now when Religion is ſcttled, it 
produces peace and a general hap- 
pineſs, which produceth peaceable 
Society, the Improvement of Arts 
and Sciences, Trade and Com- 
merce, and on theſe depend the 
happineſs of a State. We paſs 
over the ſad eſfefts of War and 
Hoſtility, of Rapine and Blood- 
ſhed, and all thote Everzores horri- 
fici, thoſe Devaſtations which ſuc- 
cced it. How are Temples and An- 
tiquities razed to the ground, and 
Religion ſpuriated into Herelie and 
Schiſm ; all which ceaſe, by reaſon 
the cauſe is taken away, and the 
State preſerved from-Forreign In- 
vaſions and Civil Diſſenſions, 
Here we may fee how things 
are chained and. linkt together, 
and how naturally effetts flow from 
their cauſes ; and how Family-go- 
vernment, where the Father go- 
verns his Children, and they again 
ovey 
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obey their Parents, bears ſo ſtrict 
an Analogy and ſemblance between 
a Prince: and his People ; and Fa- 
mily- government, a little Model 
ard pattern of National Diſcipline, 
which was creed firſt from Pa- 
ternal Adminiſtrations: For ill 
Pmred's time, who Erccted the 
arſt Monarchy National, Neab 
ard his Gencrations, as Pargaus 
tells us, did rule gently by their 
Familics. 

But in Proceſs of time the World 
growing cxcecding Populous, tho 
the ſeveral Families of the Earth 
did, and” doc retain their Occo- 
nomy, and firſt Preſcriptions for 
their particular Order and, Deco- 
ram ; they arc ſince Politically uni- 
ted, and a whoie Land or Nati- 
on under an Uniformity of Go. 
vernment, and as it were ſo mi- 
ny thouſands of Families incorpo- 
rated into one Body, for a com- 
mon Strength and Preſervation, 
Acre the Sagacity of Man under 
the Divine Conduct 1s very vilt- 
ble, all Elfates ſubſcribe ro Unity, 
as the Mother and Foundation of 
Concord 
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Concord and Preſervation ; and by 

this Polity, - not- only Sacred and * 
Civil Rights are preſerved, but 
ſettled and confirmed ; and Nimrod 

was the firſt Proſecutor hereof, 

and changed. the Paternal "Govern- 

ment into National Monarchy ; and 

the Genius of his aſpiring Nature 
inſtructed him in this principle of 
Policy ; which very word 1s de- 

rived from the Greek mains to Sell, 
whence. mais, a City, and metony- 
mically taken to ſigniie Commerce 

and. Trade in a Society of men, 
which did enſue, and was in the 
greatelt meaſure augmented by Na- 

tional Government. New this 
Ninrod in Scripture is ltyled a 
mighty Hunter z And Toftaras Viribus ro- 
ſpeaks.of him, being ſtrong in Bo- "+ © 
dy, and Diſcreet in mind, by the 
Engire of his Wit, 'and Art of gu in 
Gratification, and by heaping good loc. 
turi's on Injured Perſons, did en- 

gage a.multitude to his Party, by w44e 4 
whoſe aſſiſtance he purſued men minardi 
25 a Hunter does Beaſts : where- 0cc2fonem 
upon, ſayes Aſuſculus, he obtain- 159% Wie: 
& a Kingdom by his Yalour and yy. in 
Victory, loc. 
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Vidtory, the rude and barbarons 
"People being reduced to Civil Go- 
Myſculas, vernment ; which Conquelt by moſt 
Sr. Cbryſ9- Commentators is aſcribed to the 
—_ W , Vigour of his Body, and Virtue 
Lazide, Of his Mind ; ſurpaſſing others by 
Mercer and his Humanity and Benignity, he 
Rivet m por together a Party, whereby he 
Locum. fybdued his Oppoſites, and ſettled 
his Government. 

But ſince it hath been the ge- 
neral Policy of facceeding Apes, 
by Marriage and Afﬀinity to perpe- 
tuate that in their Families, which 
he only obtained by Craft and Sub- 
tilty ; witneſs the Royal Families 
of the World ever lince, a So- 
veraignty and Superiority having 

oo been generally ſucceſſive ; ( except 
Jeſus, only when it pleaſed God to in- 
ſpire and adapt ſome particular 
men for the Government "of his 
People in the Primitive times. ) 
And thus Marriage hath not only 
Intailed Soveraignty on their Po- 
ſterity, but alſo ſettled the com- 
mon Peace, Trade and Commerce 
of one Nation and State with 2- 
nother ; hath promoted oon—_—_ 

—_ 
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of common. preſervations, againſt 
the Enemics of Gods Church ; and 
whereby ſeveral Countreys have 
enjoyed the Commodities and Ma- 
nufaCtures of each other, for a mu- 


tual good and advantage. Solomon 


Married Pharach's Daughter, and 
ſettled a Trade and Commerce 
with the e/Zeyptians. What recon- 
ciled the 'C to. Cyrus but 
Marriage ? what reconciled the $a- 
bines to the Romans ? Marriage ; 
they were Enemies and Friends both 


in one days. time, which Senece Salubrim 
ſtyles an healing Providence. W hat procidenti- 


reconciled Pompey and Ceſar after 4" 
{0 much Fighting and Blood- ſhed, 
but Marriage ? Which way -did 
Alexander reconcile and allye 'Afra 
to Exrope, but by Marriage ? And 
our Politick Henry the' ' Seventh 
Marrying the Lady” Ehzaberhb, Heir 
of the Houſe of Tork, ingrafted 
the ; white Roſe on the- Red, and 
ſo put a Period to thoſe Civil 
Diſlentions which had cauſed fo 
much Blood-ſhed ; and by Marry-- 
ing of his two Daughters, entitu- 
led his Heirs to the French _ 
re 


rus al. 


reſt and Crown of Scotland : And 
in ſhort, the Soveraign Houſes of 
Chriſtendome being a Kin to each 
other by Marriage, the Peace of 
Chriſtendome and other parts have 


Firmiſſi- 
ah Imnerij DEN preſerved thereby ; and Ta 
munimen- Cites Calls it: the moſt [trong Pre- 


twn, Taci- ſeryative of Empire. 


And if theſe Obligations were 
but duly obſerved by Nations and 
Familics, what Halcion dayes would 
be found on Earth ! this Contract 
of Mankind ſhould be like that Gol- 
den Chain which reaches from Earth 
to Heaven, preſerving the matual 
coherence of the Elements, where- 
by all -things are reciprocally tyY- 
ed together, and make this lower 
World like the Imperial Heavens ; 
where all the motions of the com- 
prehending Orbs, the ſeveral Con- 
ſtc.i2tions, the various polition of 
the Scars and Planets produce 8 
raviſhing Chorus, ' and an Harmo- 
ny iruiy bezutiful : And what peace 

and quiet too, is the Emanations 
ot this ſacred Friendſhip, would 
be eliabliſhed ! and what a ſcries 
of 7lacent1a's, and pleaſing Conten- 
rations 


| 
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tations flow from it ! 'twould tead 
ws up to the va Lefea, and uſh- 
er us with Mukick to the preicnce 
of Divinity. 

Raving ſpoken ſomcthing of the 
[llaſtrious Eftets of Marriage, we 
proceed to inquire what . method 
we £r- to take to render it bleiled, 
propitious and fatisfatory, which 
brings us to. peruſe the. Praycr of 
Elezcr, for conſtituting a Family ; 
in which Government was firſt e- 
rected, and if ſtill preſerved, is 
the beſt means to preſerve Nati- 
onal Diſcipline, which was deri- 
ved from it. 


GEN. 24. v. 12. 

And he ſaid, O Lord God of my 
Maſter Abraham, I gray thee 
ſend me good | ſpeed this day, 
ana ſbew kindvef unto my Ma- 
fter Abraham, 


TY words contain a pathetical 
Prayer of Elicztr, Abraham's 
Servant, for a good Wife for his 

bf Maſters 
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Maſters Son, 7 pray thee, &c. The 
Context and preceding Verſes give 


us an acconnt of Abrahams diretti- 4 


on, and. Ehzezer's entrance on this 
delign ; here we find Abraham's Ser- 


vant begining with his Supplication P*< 


to the Lord God of his Maſter 


- Abraham, for ſucceſs in this under. Þ 


taking. The Explication being 


obvious, we only take notice of | 


four particulars. | 

1. His. Solemn Addreſs to God 
for ſucceſs. 

2. His Prayer is ſtrengthened by 
this Expreſſion, O Lord God of my 
Maſter Abraham. 

3. The Obje&t and Deſign of 
his Prayer, to have good ſucceſs 
this Day. 

4- ' That particular kindneſs God 
would youchſafe unto Abrabam, in 
the conceſſion and gratification of 
his requeſt, And ſhew kindneſs unto 
my Maſter Abraham. 

And Firſt of the Firſt of theſe, 
viz. 

1, His Solemn Addrefs to God 
for Sacceſs ; this is Elirzer's me- 
thod, and as the* beſt way and 

: MmMcans 
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The (means to accompliſh his deſires, is 
Ga jo addreſs himſelf to God, who is 
;. the Author and giver of every good 
his fthing : He, and He only can give 
er. faccels to our Undertakings, or 
on Þlaſt and diſappoint our moſt re- 
or folved Deſigns and Intentions ; 
-r. [Prayer Is a Duty which keeps the 
ſq [trade of Religion a going, and *cis 
of Jour happineſs that God puts -it 

iato our hearts to Pray ; which is 
x4 180 other than a religious Speech, 

direted to God after a due ſort, 
y [concerning things appertaining to 
v [fs glory and our goodz and 1t 1s 
the Key of Heaven, ang :Conduit 
f [of Mercy, a Perfame and; Gweet Sa- 
{, | your in Gods Noftrils, and the Met 
ſenger of the- Soul-to the Throne 
of Grace. 


d 

1 | Damaſc 8 Ort 
f | Will is filled-yr%br defire,: and the £44 
; | delires flame and blaze upwards 

to God ; and though Prayer 1s an 
at of the Will, yer it hath its con- 
ception in; the Heart, and is ſer- 
viceable to the Soul, like the ani- 
| al Spirits, to the Body. 

It is, ang: hath been the Method 
an 


en tells, that in Prayer the De Orth. 


Gen.13-4- 


Gen. 15, 


ſpake uno the Kinz : And ?tis 'the 


_ nent” Servants, ahd the ſeed' of the 
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and Uſage of Gods Servants in alf,. 
Ages, to Pray to God on all occa,, 
ſions. Thas Abraham. for Ihmalf... 
end when he removed his Famil 
to Bethel and —_ he built an p] 
Altar, and: Called on the Name le 
the Lord : And- David after he hadf.. 
ſettled the Ark, returned to bleſs 

his Houle, that is, to Pray for his 
People : fo good Nehemtah,. Firſt 
Prayed unto the” Lord, and then 1 


| 
IL 


att 
by 
Apoltles Exhortation, n all thinss, f, 
by Prayer and Supplication, let you 
requeſts be ' made know unto God, © A 
2, His Ptayer is ſtrengthened Wy]; 
this Expreſſion, O' Lord God of n 
Maſter Abraham : "Tis very Emphi-{,, 
tical, and gives ns to underltand 
Gods great affeftions to - his emi- 


J 


Faithful : And thisplace more par: 
ticalarly refers to /G6ds promiſe 
to Abraham concerning” 1/aac, and] 
"tis very probable this was a great 
Topick--with Elexzer,' Iſaac bein 
the Son of the Promiſe; and fuck 
forms oF Invocation'were very com» 
mon in- thoſe” times : in 'Alraham”s 
m charge 
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harge to his Servant, he encouras Voſe 7. 
al ves him in his undertaking, by re- 
= ounting Gods Promifes to + his 
: Feed, 
ay and we find often times in Gods 
*U:ppearance to his Servants, he is 

leaſed to expreſs” himſelt as re- 
: nembring his Promiſes : - when he | 
appeared to 1/aazc, I am the God of Gen-25.24 
hi by Fatber, fear not ; and Jacob when 

atraid of Eſa, ſtrengthened himſelf | 
; J by this - Invocation, © Lord God of Gen. 32.9. 
wet, father Abraham, and God of my fa- 
* fe Iſaac, the Lord which ſaid unto me, 
"TI wil deal welt with thee. So Moſes fear- 
.;.ying the e/Zoyptiavs wonld not believe 
him, bur God to confirm his Faith 
JJind the 1ſraclires, was pleaſed to 
+I york Miracles; That they may believe 
alt (ys God ) that the God of their'Fa- © 
WY hers, the God of Abraham, Iſaac and 
he Jarop, bath appeared unto thee, 
6 3- The Object and Deſign of his 
4 Prayer, To have Good ſpeed this 

day : Good ſpeed is an indefinite Fac ut (a 
w wiſh, ang © to ſeveral Objects mibi ofere. 
F but bere: particplarly bepifice, ſu quod peto, 

e 
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ll {ceſs in chooling 2 good Wite for 72s 
his Maſters Son; and ſome render rs 
| ; it, 
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it, That he might obrain what | 
ated; others at what be defire® 
Proſperum might be proſperous and ſacceſſeful I 
fac mii Both which are Synominous ; and" 
occurſum. "tis very aptly and nf 
- nc rendred, Good ſpeed;, becauſe the 
chooſing and enjoying a good: Wike 
is fo eſſential a part of a many 
happineſs: this prompted Abrahinf” 
to that wonderful care in ſeckin Ig 
out a good Wife for his Son; and þ- ns 
nothing could be more fatisfatt 
to /ſaas, than the enjoyment of tt 
bleſſing : Facobs ſeven years ſeemdl 4 
but a few dayes, for the Love he 
bare unto Rachel, And all Ages « 
the World have ſubſcribed to this,” 
Doftrine. 
4- That particular Kindneſs God 
0 would —_—_ unto a 
Fac miſeri and Kindneſs unto 1imy M 
- roo —_— We are here to 
alio jure jre- What kindneſs the accompliſhment 
tam hoc a4» hereof would be ' unto Hoy 
dire, iſs - And nothing can pleaſe better, and 
—_— be more acceptable to a Father, 
£ Abrame than to {ee his Son naPPY in a goth, 


rollitiue fue- Wife : A noter on t 
rat, ” xytelich himſelf, a 


4, 4; 1» > _—_— ! 
And a Father. that hath taken ſo 
, Anuch care and pains in the edu- 
ation and bringing up of his 
2n, who is ſo dear to him; and 
140 whom he hath givey ſo good 
hin Example, when his Son is well 
Jnarried, and his Father fees him 
Þroſecuting thoſe admirable Inſtru- 
"tions he received from him ; and 


+ 


"how does he eſtcem himſelf hap- 
"*"Ihy. in his Sons happineſs ; whoſe 
= iſdom and conduct may render 
" ven his Poſterity happy! Towhich 


he 


* fe 


the Righteous ſhall greatly rejoice, 

ford be &s as we Child, 

""Ioall have joy of him. 

oo) Having ſpoken ſomething by 

+. fray of Explication, we paſs on to 

fer he Obſervations, and each con- 
luded with a ſhort Inference, 


re 

” my is 4 great and Tudiſpenſa- Obſerv. 13 
df” 99 

cr, 


"|. Tribate we owe in recogniti- 
ef" of the Divine Soveraignty ; 'tis 
” Fbe Juſt Prerogative God may ex- 
nd ou 


 ſyith the help of a good Wife, 


ie Wiſe man alludes, The Father Pro.24-233 


P 
4 
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72 


Pſal. 19. 1. 


 perethur obſerve their Sphzrical 


fal. 19. 3, 


ſhew molt Beauty in their - opers- 


” 
4 | an A 


pet from his Creatures: The other 
parts/ and ' pieces' of the Creation 
purſue the* deſign of their beings; 
the Sacred Poet tells us, The 
Heavens dechiare Gods Glory, the Sur 
rules the Day, and the Moon the 
Night; the Elements obſcrve their 
appointed Stations, the Earth j; 
Lowermoſt,.-the - Sea keeps his 
bounds, the Air, eAthur, and Ss. 


apartments ; the Earth is our- He: 
bitation, the - Beaſt of the Field 
our Food, Vegetables - afford both 
Medicine and Nouriſhment, and all 
things admirably ulefa}, and adap. 
ted for the ſervice of man. Ther: 
is no ſpeech nos. languace, where they 
Voice us not heard : Their line is gore 
taroughout all the Earth, and their 
words to the end of the World. And 
are wonderful ſndiciums of Gods 
Glory and goodneſs in their ſerv. 
ing man; and- ſhall he only dege- 
nerate and prove Anomalous and 
Sceptical ? ſhall the beſt piece 0 
the Creation prove the worſt, and 
unſerviceable ? The nobleſt beings 


Lions, 


, # 
4% " 


Arriaa 

tions, and ſhall man-that was crea- 
ted to admire the Wilddm and 
goodneſs of his Maker, be lent, 
and do leſs than the dumb pieces 
of the Creation ? God forbid. 


F, 


The all-wilſe God hath commu- 
nicated the fcnlible and eminent 
influences. of- his mercy, goodaeſs, 


and bounty, to the rational Na- . 


ture of man; that ſo Body and 
Soul jointly engaged, might pro- 
duce an harmony ,of Praiſe,:and 
Thankſgiving to the great Creator. 
of the World +;wheretore did God 
give him his Tongue, the Organ 
of Speech, but ,to pray unto his 
Maker z and with David, .O Lord 
open thow my Lips, aud; my AMouth 
ſal ſhew forth : thy .- Prajfe ? God 


gave him his hands +to lift them 7,,4,,, ,z 
up .in prayer to him; and with Da- gd yat- 


73 


vid, that his Prayer might come mas. 


before him. as Incenſe, and the lift- 
ing up bis hands as the Evening Sa-«. 
erifice, 


So alſo the Izorgauical parts are 
E to 


#, 
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to be chiefly imployed in - our 
_Elr;atis prayers to God, the Underſtand. 
— «4 ing, Will and Aﬀettions, without 
"=. which prayet is inſignificant ; 'tis 
only the ſpiritual and fervent pray- 
| er that availeth, which is called 
Gen- 32+ wraſtling ,- and pouring out of the 
24. Soul to God; and 'tis that which 
Oratio iff 5; onr indiſpenſible Duty ;* all the 
faculties of the Soul muſt be en- 
gaged - herein, to ſupplicate and 
adore the great God, and intenti- 
onally with David ; exciting all 
within us to pray unto that God 
who gave us our Being, -and to 
Praiſe him for all our Mercies and 
Afﬀitius Benefits: for 'tis the lively affeRti- 


Inpoſatt. St. wives it. 2 Name, and” makes it ſbc- 
—_— ceſsful : ſo Ehkezer here pray'd nn- 
*---"- to God for his Maſters'Son.' And 
- Prayer is our Duty, to ſhew- our 
dependance on God; In him we 
live; move, and have our Being ; our 


It, 


Inf. Let us therefore pray daily, for 


06, Wu . , 
_ - £ 


opert nomn ons of the Soul in a Duty that 


daily-exigencies invite ©-ns. to! 
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prayer is as uſeful to us, as 'our 
daily bread; and we are encourg- 

ged hereto, for he filleth the hun- 

gry with good things; and ex- 
horted to pray without —_—_ 

In all things let your Requelts 

and Supplications be made known 

to God. ; 


That ſome forms of Invocation and Ojery. 23 
phraſcologies, are very prevalent. 


'So Ekezer here, O Lord God of my 
Maſter Abraham ; and this expreſſion 
is uſed to ſtrengthen Eliezers Faith. 
And we may learn from hence ; 
That upon particular wants and oc- 
caſtons, we ought touſe ſuch Phraſe- 
ologies, which are analogous to Gods 
Promiſes, or referr-to our wants: 
Thus Foſbua, after 1ſraet had finn'd * 5op. 1.8.6 
0 Lord, what ſhall T ſay, when Iſrael 
turneth their backs before their Enemies? 

That was when they were'purſued *# 

by the men of 4 which implies 

his earneſt Expoſtalation with 

God to erve his own People, 

and concludes with this prevaiting 
| E 2 argn. 


1 Kings 
17. 20» 


2 Chron, 
14 14+ 


, Of War IT | 
argument; And what wile thou do 
unto thy great Name ? The Prophet 
Hoſea exhorts the Iſraelites to re- 
younce in theſe. Expreſſions their 
former Sins. Take with you words, 
and. turn to the Lord, and ſay wnto 
him, Taks away all Iniquity, and re- 
ceive us graciouſly ;, ſo will we render 
the calves of our Lips. Aſhur ſhall 
mot ſave us, we will not ride upon 
Horſes, neither will we ſay any more 
ro the work, of our hanas, ye / are our 
Gods, for with thee the Fatberleſs furd- 
eth Mercy. So Elijah prayed unto 
God, Faſt thou alſo brought evil up- 
on the Wijddow with whom I ſojourn, 
by ſtaying ber Son? Which is as if he | 
remembred God, who commanded 
him to go to that Widdow for 
ſuccour,. aswe find in the beginning 
of that Chapter: And we read of 
Aſa, when' he went to Battle, he 
uled this pathetical way of expreſ- 
ſing himſelf to God ; Help us, 0 
Lord our God, for we reſt in thee, 
and in thy, Name we g0 againſt thi 
HMultitude: O Lord, thou art our God, 
let not man prevail againſt thee ; n= 
0 
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ſd Yehoſhaphart, when the Army-of 
the Fleathens were coming againſt 
him; he prayed unto God. O 


Lord'God of onr Fathers, art thou ? Chron» 
not God in Heaven? and: ruleſe not ** %7+ 


thou over all the Kingdoms .of the 
Heathen'? and in thine hand is there 
not power and might, ſo that none us 
able ro withſtand thee? Art thou not 
our God, who. didſt drive out the in- 
habitants of this Land before thy Peo- 
ple Iſrach, and: gaveſt it to the ſeed 
of Abraham thy. Friend -for ever? 


Secondly, In our Thanskgiving 
and Exultation, we ſhould admire 
and paraphraſe on .Gods power, 
ſuitable to the Nature of our de- 
liverance : ſuch was :the Song of 
Moſes, after the Children of 1/rack 
deliverance at the Red Sea, a para- 
phraſtical Triumph repeating the 
marner of their” deliverance and 
Pharaohs overthrow ; what pious 
Airs and Encomiums was chanted 
out by” the thankful 1/raelires! And 
what was Deborahs Song, but the 
faning Raptores of a rejoicing 

E 3 Heart * 


Heart? And the-twenty ſecond of 

Samnel, 15 a centi dank ſgiving 
4- © of David to God-for-his mercies; 
and the 105, and 106. Pſabns, are' 
a: Hiſtory of -the: deliverance of 
Gods-People, and:Dawd: thankful-. 
neſs for Gods Mercies. 


Trfe __ Let — —_—_ the 
+ _ advice 6 e Apoltle, In every 
Ls ine thodhabey fracki & oe BW 
of : God 6n Jeſus Chrit# concerni 
= And as we expect any blet- 
ings, we muſt pray for them; fo 
alſo to improve what we have 
with thankfulneſs is the only way 
to have more. 


Obſery. 3** \ That- we ought to pray- for each 
other, 


: 1. Here was good Ehezer praying 
or his Maſters Son; and *tis .the 
*Duty of Chriſtians to- aſſiſt each 
12other with their Prayers. The Apo- 
*Nle bids'ns- make Supplication for 

all Saints, and the Apoſtle pray- 
ed for thoſe that had n6t ont 
ace 


Goſpel, - that God wonld give im 


'> FP. 


Face in the Fleſh ; and how. paſſi- 
onate was he for the prayers of 
of the People! and conjures them, | 
For Cbriſ. s ſake, and the Hve of the Coloff. 3.r, 
Spirig, tht they ſhould ſtrive with 

him in their Prayers to God for bim, 
Tertullian calls it, An holy confpi-g 2 
racy to. beſiege Heaven : this Con- ,,. 
janCtion in Prayer edifies the whole 
Church, the Communion of Saiats, 
and is of advantage to every mem- 
ber ; -nay, even the wicked have a - 
ſenſe, ' and-need- of the Prayers of 
good men: ſo Pharavh told Moſes, 
Intreat the” Lord your God to turn 
away this death only : That is, pray 
unto 'God for me; and: the pray- 
ers of Saints are very acceptable : 
God would not hear Fob's Friends, job 42, « 
but ſays God, My Servant Job ſhall 

pray for you. 


" 2. This praying for one another | 
does'not —_ in perſonat Ot. 
ligations, but comprehends prays 6 
ing for Chriſts -Church and Peo- 
ple; for the Propagation of * his 


E 4 + the. 


rave 


the Heathen for his Inheritance, and 
the utmoſt part of the World for” his 
Poſſeſſion : and how patherically did 
the Jews in Captivity expreſs their 
zcal for the welfare of Feruſatem ! 
Plal.' 137. By the Rivers of Babilon, there we ſat 
down, yea we wept when we Yemen 
bred Zion”; and fo to the end! and 
for Nations, it is St. Pauls exhorta- 
i Tim.21. t10n, That firſe 0 all, Supplications, 
Prayers, Interceſſions and giving. 'of 
thanks be made fir all men':; For 
Kings and all that are in Authority, 
that we may lead quiet and praccable 
lives, in all podiineſs and boneſty. Nay 
further, we are commanded - to 
Mar. 5 44- pray for our Enemies, and Chriſt 
prayed for - them that crucified 
Lk.23.34 him, Father forgive t:em; and that 
Ads 7.60, ?rotomartyr vt. Stepi97 prayed for 
thein that Roned him. And ?ris the 
nob'e ind heroick deſign of a graci- 
ous Heartzto beſerviceavleto Chyrch 
and State,by prayer, cither to-depre- 
cate:Judgments, or obtain Mercies. 


r. To deprecate Judgements. 
How did Abrabam intexcege w_ 


p 


God for Sodom! and God was 
-pleaſed td anſwer him, That if ren Genug.32, 
riehteous wer e jm it, he would not de- 

ſtroy it for tens ſake! And how 
Gracious was God to Feruſalem ! 

And 1 ſo ht for 4 M4 Amon them, Ezck 22. 
that ſhould make up the Hedge, and 3%» 
ſtand 'in the gap before me, for the 
Land, that 1 ſhould not de it, 
bue 1 found none: It implies Gods 
great reſpe& for the righteous ; 
which. Solomon Ryles . fundamentum . 
ſeculi, an everlaſting Foundation : 
publick Spirited Perſons are . like 
Pillars, to bear up Gods Wrath | 
from the place they live in. » 2) 


2. To obtain Mercies ; ſo Elyah 
prayed for» Rain in the days .of 
Abab,. and obtained it; after three 
years Intermiſſjoa z.. and ſo Ao/es 
that- great Maſter in 1ſrael, ;after 
God had reveal'd his will to him, 
he cryed unto God for: the .Chil- 
dren of 1/rael, and could bid them 
Stand ſtill . and ſee the Salvation .of 
God; and we all know what .a 
glorious Vigtory followed. 

= Bf Let 
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| 
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and mounts ys- to. the. bolome 
4 


Let us.therefore upon the whole, 


- Pray for .cach other, -Gods Charch | 


.and People, that by the fervency 
and cantinuance. of our. Praye:s, 
we \ may either ſtand in -the ga 

with Abraham, .or prevail wit 

Facob ;, at leaſt be found. among the 
righteous, that when Gods Judg- 
meats are in. the carth,. God may 
ſay unto us as he did to Noah, 
Come thou and all thine houſe into 
the Ark, for thee have. 1 ſeen righte- 
ous before me in this generation. 


Prayer is the . only way. to obtain 
Mercies or divert - Arn 

How. great Priviledge is it to be 
admitted into the nce of ſome 
great 'Monarch ! but bow much 
'greater- Prerogative. hath the de- 
yout «Chriſtian, that by. fervent 
Prayers,- and ardent effulion of his 
Tearsand Wiſhes, may. freely con- 
ferr with the King of:Kings ! this 
-pehetrates the-Clouds and —_ 
( 
the 


1 


Ged.far; byt when ſought and-obr 


the great BeuefaQtor ;- and « Charm ' | 
that if - rightly. performed, . pre- 
vails on Omnipotency ; this Dove 
ſent to Heaven, often brings an 97% pure 
Olive-lcaf in his Mouth : Thus fer- = n. | 
vent Prayer ( {ayes St. Auſtin ) As 14 non vie 
it pierceth Heaven, ſo it will not dibie. Sc. 
return without effect. And not on- Auſtia. 
ly our Duty, but our daily wants 
put us upon this undertaking ; we | 
are helpleſs Creatures of our ſelves, 
and Prayer is -our only refuge ; 
there is an admirable Oeconomy 
in the Divine Wiſdome,  to-bring | 
man to his Duty and Happineſs ; 
God: tells us, That far this, be will Eck. 36. 
be enquired of by the Houſe of Iſrael, 37- 
to do this. for them : And tis. but 
highly rational to confeſs. qur: dey 
———— _ _ 'gave = 
ing. -;The-Kingly Prophes? gle- 
gantly deſcribes Gads..gaodnchs to 
thoſe that-ca]l upon-him- 4n« 345"* 
Pſalm, fromthe Hegiping to oe 
the. 6nd; And certainly \eis.no Mers 
cy thay 18 -n0k! woſthiqleekbignto 


tained, 162:makes- She bleling'rthe 
. 


/ 
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more” acceptable; and - obliges 1s 
"to improve it, with the greater 
thankfulneſs and ſobriety : we can 
never loſe any thing by prayer, 
for we are never out of Gods 
reach to relieve us; it God pleaſe 
to anſwer us, the Bleſſing is the 
more ſafe and ſweet, and if- deny- 
ed we are the more humble, ' and 
paticht, and content that God 
ſhould be Maſter of his own boun- 


ty. 


We have the Praftice of Gods 
People recommended to our Imi- 
tation, and the admirable effects 
of their Prayers recorded for - our 
encouragement : 'here good Elezer 
prayes/ unto -God for good ſpeed; 
tie would not venture on it with- 
our Paitionimng the Lord God. of his 
Maſter Abraham, and the , good 
ſucceſs he''mef with, was the ef- 
fe& of Prayers. Abraham'tells him 


God would '{end' his Angel before . 


him, and--proſper- his way 3-which 
implies the' ſtrength of Abrabantt 
Faith'z and his Servant; W_ 
 - Wck 2 
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= and the effets-of Prayers 


__ 5+ RT .. 

lad prayed; in the very next-verfes V. 13,t+ 
gives us 2 kind of Prophetick hint »y 
of what. would?come to >paſs; and 
reſigns himſelf up to the *condut 
of Providence ; | Behold I ſtand here 

the Well of Water, and ſo on: y,, , 
Tunixs obſerveth, he-did not tempt p,,, pr 
God, - becauſe God-'ptompted- him infinfu ad * 
hereto ; for ſuch manuduQory paſ- #9* mote 
ſages of Providence are but Preli- Pat Ju- 
minary to: ſucceſs, and -antecede the jc. 
effects of our: Prayers: - And St. c;,,,, . 
C bryſoſtome 'well ob es, The- ſign, quod flatuit * 
ſayes he,- which*Ebezer pitcht up congraum 
ot» was very agreeable ; - for thoſe [4/e, erar, 
things, as affabllity and courteſie; 1” Hens |: 
are the indications of a good Wife, & indo! 
and ſach-as would pleaſe 1/aac and afabilis, 


Abrabam 'alfo. - boſditalis 
| & ſfirenue 


David alludes to ſuch antecedent ul oY 


Providences :: fayes God, 1 will 'in- citurum & 
firutt thee, and teach thee in' the way Tſaaco & 
which thow ſhalt go, and F will hes —_ 
thee with' mine Eye ;, and ſuch gras Chryf 
cibus dealings of God: with - his 
People are our great 'encourage- 


mira- 


Jouss 5 $s- A BA as i Elijah could ſhut 

17 and open Heaven et his pleaſure. 
Facobs Prayer turned: away ay In- 
dignatiot! and Wrath of E/as, and 
his four hundred. men : _ Mo. 
ſes a wn Sy _ for the 
Children Iſr e Egyption 
were Sealy the Red-Sea. 


And after David had prayed unto 
his God, That delivered him out of 
3 Od. 37+ ' paw of the Lyow 4%d the bear, Wy br 
k 5 delrvered him ous ﬀf tle bands of the 
' . Philiſtine:: And\when Ebjah prayes 
unto God, Thas the meal ſhall rat 
nor the cruiſe of Oyt fax, the 
that God ſend Kain on. Earth: 
when Hezckiah prayed againſt - 
nacherib for reproac hing the living 
God, the Lord 4. ed to anſwer 
aKing 19 jim, that he ſhould- not ſhoot one. 
Arrow, nor come before the City 
with Shields: or: Bucklers, but: res 
turn-as he came; and God. ſmots 
a hundred fourſcore and five thou» 
Red ſwizus,' and even Senvacberih 
Alain þy his two Sons; And 


= bur thoſe... three Servants. of 
| 
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Company and preſerve them. And 
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that God whom they truſted would 
deliver them, but pray to him in 
the fiery Furnace ; though the ve- 
ry heat ſlay even thoſe that 'put 
them in, yet, a hair of their .heads 
ſhall not be Loged, nor ſhall ther 
Coats be changed, neither the ſmel/ Dan. 2... 
of Fire . paſs on. them. : . Nay, even. 

the Son of, Gad- ſhall bear- them 


when Daniel .is in the Den of Ly- 
ons, God anſwers his Prayers, and 
ſends his Angel and ſhuts the Ly- 
ons mauths, that : they could not 
hurt bim; In fine, by: Prayer -the 
Moon hath ſtood fill; the Sun gone 
backward, the Ravens have brought 
Food, the Heavens rained Manna, 
the Rocks afforded: Water, 'the + 
Fire hath given:over Burning, the 
Lyons have -ſtopt. their Moaths,...... HK 
and. all Creatures: ſhall quuſter: up ;,44,, mic « 
themſelves to defend the Body: of du divics 
Chriſt ; whereupon ſayes St. Auſtin, «rom of." 
The Saints have all the World at a Auftit | 
theiv (ervice : . And [gives vs the rc 
Reaſon, (Domine quis texer:te?” Lord, (+12 
ſayes be, who-can hold thee? who "1 
| cal . 


. : 


can fetter and. 
cy? + / 
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Nay, even Heathens and Turks 
have alwales had”a great venerati- 
on'for Prayer, which is a reproach 
to. Chriſtians, to be ont-done by 
them.” ' Numa Pompilius thought it 
{ufficient' for his ſafety, he ' could 

At eo rm anſwer , But I mm about the Ser- 
Drvinan ice of my Gods : And 'twas the 
facie Heathen Cuſtom, not to - venture 
upon bufineſs of moment without 
the Invocation'of their Gods : And 
the advice of  Xenophon was Divin 
That +in Proſperity they. ſhou 
worſhip their G that when 
they had a more: particular need 
++ Benz at of their afliſtance they might with 
| fem '* -greater confidence approach them 
; Biecrrunt as at their Altars, commending the 
Terum agen. Tucceſs to the' Power and . Provi- 
Saran ita dence -of- thoſe Deivies they ſen. 
dicendi ini yed, Publius Scipio - uſed alwayes 
—4rar! hag to go fo. the Capital before he 
capere., Went to the Senate, :and ſo begi 
Sacto. in the ſervice of the Commonwealth 
vu. Cz. with prayer, as Sucromws tells us Þ 


reſtrain Omnipoten. | 


of | 


_— 


expet the favourable ProteCtions 


- wa 
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kt was the Wiſdom of thoſe Go- 
rernments to- commence all their - 
bhuſmeſs with the fervice' of their 
Gods. 


Let us Chriſtians therefore, that @j- 
have the Son of God to intercede 

for us ( he is the Angel ſtanding Rey, 8:3 
before the Throne with the Gol- 

den Cenſer in-his: hand, filled with 

the Odours of '/his Merits, to- offer , 

wp- with -our' prayers) be encou- [7 hu 
raged to come to the: Throne of ;,,,,'p.. 
Grace, to find Mercy "and Grace wn habe- 
to help in time of need : | For. be #w propi- 
is able to ſave to the uttermoſt all = =11 Cal- 
that come unto God by him, Let us” 

come to:God in 'all Conditions. In + 

our Adverſlity, God tells us, No 

thing will be withhold from them 

that diligently ſeek him: Prayer liſts 

vs in the ſervice of the Almighty, 

and inrolls vs under the_ Divine 
Standard, and from whence we may 


of Providence. 


And in our Proſperity,” leſb = 
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be full- and deny God, let us 
member the Correftive the Ro 
Emperours met with in the mid{tgC# 
of their Triumph and Glory Ic 
Reſpice poſ Look behind ' thee, and conſiderft0! 
te e& homi- thou alſo art mortal, and fubje 
wm m- to miſery; for 'we know not te 
mento te. what extremities we may be ex 
Suctoniws. noſed. Let us therefore pray wi 
Pal71.12. Devid, O Lord be not. far from 
O God maks haſte for my belp + Andy 
if we expedCt. good; ſucceſs in ont 
Prayers, let us be alwayes deeply i0 
affeted with thoſe things we pray] *! 
$&. Math, for. It is faid, The: King came i 
22+ It, #0 fee the Gueſt; ſo in Prayer, tt 
King of Glory looks into the frame 
and diſpoſition of our Hearts ; let} © 
us. therefore uſe Prayer aright,]/? 
that it prime our Souls, and d. 
ſerve us in the Oyl of Grace d 
Wind and Weather. 


Obſery. 5." Gods bleſſing and. providing ſa 
4 Children, is" greas bleſſing to P& 
rents. 


»k Jacob tells us, - Children are the 


| 
| 
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Gift of God; ''when he met his 
_ aw; _ — are the Gen. 32: 5, 
Children G lowfly given me ;, 
and his great ;—_ and affeftion 
to his Children, is a great Pattern 
to Parents: Now Children being 
Jthe ſame Fleſh, and pieces of their 
Parents, their Aﬀection to them. 
mult needs be very great, and be 
highly ſolicitous to- promote their 
dl welfare; as our Saviours- Parents 
if at Jer«ſalem, did preſent him be- 
Iyf fore the Lord for his Bleſling :; 
ay} and we cannot give it you in ter- 

al mis, for Speech is lame, and 

words cannot reach the ſence of 
I the thing ſignified ; but maſt cer- 
taialy when God is pleaſed to-an- 
t,þ ſwer- the Prayers of Parents, and 
e | bleſs and provide for their Chil- 
m{ dren, it is a very great kindneſs 
and Mercy to Parents: We will 
give you- Davids ſence of this 
matter z when | Gods Promiſe was 
mede known: to David : - And when 2 Sam. 2+ 
thy dayes ſhall be fulfill d, and thou 12. 

alt with thy Fathers, I will 


þ 
ſe up thy ſeed. frer thee ch ou 


Pp V 


V. 13; 19. 
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—_ 


proceed out Tx" bs Jned, , and' ſh, 
will eſtabliſh: his Kingdvm : And welin, 
have Davids acknowledgment tnſt,; 
the following verſes, Who am 7, Offs} 
Lord God, and what is my Houſe, on 
that thou haſt brought me —_ 4 
and this was yet" a [mall thi 
fieht, O Lord God, for thou he þ 
"a alſo of thy Servants Houſe,  forfze: 
4 great while to come, and is this ol 
manner of man, O Lord God ! Na 
in the 20. verſe, he wants'wor 
to expreſs his thankfulneſs 3. Ard};,, 
what can David ſay more unto thee?}; 
for thou, Lord 2 knoweſt thy Ser. 
rand And when God had Lent 
Solomon wpon ' the Throne, he, 
breaks out into this ry Bleſ-J in 
ſed be the Lord God of 1ſrael, which i 
hath ' given me one to fit upon the 
Throne this day, mine eyes even ſeeing [$: 
jr, Thus the admirable care Abra-J,, 
bam took for ſas, and- his dw P 
charge to Eliezer, is an aflur 
dication of his great Love and Af- - 
fetion ; and that it would pleaſe p 
God to anſwer Ehkezers requelt, he 
on this, Expreſſion ; £44. ſben ; 


rebar, | 
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Wrdneſs unto Maſter Abraham : 
"Aind how did? the. Heart of old 
MFacob revive, when he heard of 
Ofoſephs being alive! how did he 
ſe;lontemplate . and adore the mylſte- 
v!Jries of Providence, That God had 
byIp miraculouſly preſerved and pro- 
-Irided for him; and made him Go- 
or fernour, Pver all the Land of E- 
bel-.! and -when he met him, how 
ras he, overwhelmed - with * Joy ! 
Now let "me die, ſayes he, ſince 1 45+ 
lave ſeen, thy Face,. and thou art yet Nm 

TY dive. | 


\s 


. f 


2. As "tis a great mercy to Pa- 
CIrents to ſee- their Children bleſt 
hs provided for, ſo on the con- 
trary, undutiful Children are a 
reat . trouble and grief td their 
arents. Solomon tells us, The Fa- 
"I ther of a Fool hath no Foy; that 'is, 
hazh a. great .deal of Trouble and 
Aﬀiftion: the words are a Meioſis, 
there 1s more intended than ex- 
preſs'd. How bitterly did- David 
mourn, when Tamar was raviſhed, 
Ammon kilPd, and Abſalom caught. 


by 
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' by the Hair of his Head and flainff 
And we meet with Augufus, thath* 
had fooliſh and wicked Children 
Tg wn _ OP = 4 

; ngle, or dyed Childleſs. 'Tis fadÞ/ 
« tin - to bring forth Children to 
ſem, ax: the Murtherer, the Devil :: and howF! 
orbs peri- miſerably does the Mother in Pl [* 
5ſſew. hows —_ ou her mouraful f® 

itty ; Quo pert eſtis profetti ! Poor | 
Souls, ls bene of you ! | 


Inf. Let Parents therefore carefully 
inſtru their Children, and beF: 
thankful for the Bleſſings God be- 
ſtowes on them ; and let Children 
be dutiful to their Parents, and 
let both obſerve David: experience 

Plal.37.25 be found of both: 7 bave me ſeenJ® 
the Righteous forſaken, nor bis "SeedF" 


begging Bread. 
Obſerv.s. How happy are the Saints, that' up- 


end laſt. on all occaſions, they may ro 
God to ſanttifie War ! n'Y 


* It is ſaid of the Cherubims, thatÞ 
there were bands under their wings; ( 
to 
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:{Þ ſignifie, that. where tliere is that 
"Jeht of Knowledge, there ſhould 
hands to put that. light into 
«| \ pb pron? _ — tells us, 
3] / ow theſe things, are ye 
- ” do them ;, ſo That appinch 
ww þ pronounced of praftice, and not 
k. ſ{eculation 3 and here conſiſts the 
ql Fats Happineſs, that "they im- 
or (ove their knowledge by prayer 
d walking with God: And by 
is the Wiſe man tells us, they 
ly ff” favour of the Lord; that is, 
be Þ Mercer gloſteth, They have: as it 74 ute 
ie. fre what they pleaſe of God, quod 4 Do- 
end are ſure of Geds favour and nin inpe- 
aq Frotettion in- all caſes, and the", Mer- 


cefomiſes of God on their fide. com,” © 


Ik. and it © ſhall be © given you, ſeck Marth.5.7, 
a bd ye: foal find, keurk. and ir ſhall 
opened- nero you; and nothing can 

ain Omnipotency | but Unbe- 

ef, 


Joh. 13:3» 


Now, 'tis as true in Divinity as 
, Philoſophy, -That-- Knowledge 
vat 1d Power - 1s to no effe&t, unleſs 
;.: | be produced into Af; dor the 
« | 
to end 
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Fruſtrs «ft end of Knowledge is ACtion z,,as it 
potentis Arts and -Scicnces : And ſhall thei 
Je %% VYotaries improve themſelves by alf 
_ the advantages and benefits of A 
aun, CQion; nay, an Heathen affirm, Tha 
- Ariſt. Eth» felicity conſiſteth not in the 7 
but in the praftice of moral Vir 
tues; and tell the world, that, thi 
naked knowledge without the P 
Qiice of Yirtue, is like thoſe tha 
ask advice of the Phyſician abor 
bodily diſtempers ,. but will nc 
ſuffer any remedy to be admini 
Nred?. Agd - ſhall ,the Servants « 
God be ſatisfied 'with- the ,1deas « 
Truth floating 1a their Brains, with 
out an influence, pon the. Heart and 
Life! No, the, devout Chriſtianla 
bours with as much, more carneſ 
neſs, as his End and.Reward.is: 
bove others ; - he .docs not: ſati 
himſelf with Speculation or Cen 
niony, bare obſervance will ne 
pleaſe him; he is _—_—_— 
reality and” Jorſermencyy' nd | 
a deeper inſight into Divine .m 
ſterigs than other men ; ..he.,wel 
knowes , that 'tis not thoſe th: 
'kno 


| —- wo - - EY) WC YT YC cen 


-4 know only, but thoſe that do the Jam 1. 
will- of God, who - ſhall enter 2 
inco the Kingdom ' of his Fathe?, 
as Chriſt rails us.” | 


Moſt admirable is the advice of 

Eliphaz.to job: A wile man labours Job 5. als, 

I to - know' the goodneſs of every 
thing; and here lyes the happineſs 
4 of the'Saints/ above other People, 
even 1n Cteature-enjoy men's, ti at 
by Prayer both Mercies and Atflicti- 
-N 00S are Janftihed ro them 3 0.hers 

in- their- enjoy ments- ſuck: -in _the 
S'ing as well as -the- Honey; 'tis the 
kf £00d -Chriltian ouly that feeds on 
{ clean -and porte Pleafure :" others 

1; are miſled” into corrupt apprehen- 
{ ſrons and - prefumptions of - things, 
the - S./ints - only preſerve”: their 
Incetletuals untainted'; others in 
the midit of their abundance pro- 
ſticate 'the-r Aﬀe@tions, due only 
to God, ito-a corruprtivble Creature z 
the Saincs only wprovye their com- 
forts and enjoyments to Gods glo- 

ry, as they are tie emanations of 

| FP vn) his 


Luk, 12+ 
1. 4 


Pal 49-1 Is 


Plal 49.14, 


their eaſe, ty drink and. be mer- 


his bonnty, and make the. Creaz | 


tures ſerviceable to illuſtrate . and 
ſet forward the, accumulated glo- 
ry of their, Creator : others take 
up- their reſt, and place their Sam- 
mum Bonum in the: enjoyments of 
this world, and. eſteem it their 
only Joy when, their; Oyl and. 
Wine increaſeth :- there 1s ſuch 
Corruption in_ their. Nature, and 
Sophiſtry in the Creature, that 
from the greatneſs of their wealth, 
they conclude. they. have much laid 
up for many years, . they may take 


ry; and the Plalmiſt. tells us, Their 
inrard thought. 1s, that their Houſes 
ſhall endure for ever, aud their duel 
ing places to all generations > and even; 
Deifie- themſelves in the refleftion 
of their own grandeur. Alas! they 
are aſleep in their Tent of Epl- 
curiſm and Senſvality,- and little 
think that: a day of viſitation and 
recompenſe for lin is at hand ; and 
on a. ſuddain mortality overtakes 
them, as David qells us, Likg ſheep 
roy 
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d on them, and the upright ſhall 
oo dominion over them ras Mam 
ing, and their beauty ſball conſume tn 
the _ from their avelling. Then 
is their miſtaken happineſs come 
to a final period, and their miſe- 
ry commenced ETERNAL ; then 
therr Cuts and Complements will 
appear nothing elſe but affected 
Yanities, their Pride and Luxury, 
their Swaggering and their Swear- 
ing, their Formula's of Complai- 
fance and Courtſhip ſhall then be 
pronounced but glittering; Abomi- 
nations : They Apoltles and Saints 
ſnall ſhine in Glory, when the per- 
ſecuting Nero's of the. World (hall 
be thrown to Hell: And at laſt 
be forced to confeſs, He: Fools 
caunted their Life madneſs, and 
their end to have been without 
Honour : How are they now ric- 
toned amongſs the Saints, and 
bave their Portion with the Als 
wiohty { 


F 2 Buc 


they are lajd in the grave, death ſhal 
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Bnt the Devout Chriſtian hath 
Dreulus in. ntram, his: eye on the 
Mar k,ard ſteers all his 2Ctions by the 
Compaſs ot Gods Wo d ; he ules the 
Creatures with a critical frul.ion, 
ar:d as helps only, ' not Aewore's 0 his 
p-lage to the New Jeruſalem; and 
y Prayer endeavours to reduce 
the Creature 'to 1t's primitive 
goodrelis, that fo the Curſe bein 
ſabduCtcd,” he may er:joy them with 
a beſling; as the Apoſtle tells. us; 
Exery Creature of God 14 good, , bi 
ing ſer tified by rhe Word of God and 
ayer : by which the Creature 1s 
ſanCtified theſe three wayes. 


1. In obtaining Mercies : We 
onght to icek to God, as Eltezer 
did; aud fo the Apoltle- exhorts 
ns: In all things 'with- Prayer - and 
Supplication, let your requeſts be made 
kronn ro God: And we have-the ex+ 
ample of Chriſt *and his - Apoſtles; 
znd God expects that we - ſhonld 
acknowledge his Dominion. and 
Power over 1ecopd Agents. 

2. Pray- 


Df Barrage; 


2, Prayer ſanftifies the Enjoy- 
ment and uſe of them. , Solo-on tells 
us, To rey tce' in. our labour is the. 
Gift of God: pleaſure is in it. ſelf 
lawful, but corrapt Nature is apt: 
to- make us Loie pleaſure more. 
than God, theretore we ought 'to- 


pray againſt its prevalency;. And. ' 


our Tables too often are turned 


into a Sn-rez we mult pray there- 
fore to uſe the Creature- with that 
temperunce .and ſobriety, as may 
raiſe us nearer to God in contem- 
plation. of the_Divine Providence, 
and cre over us, aud as Eviden- 
ces of Gods Loye tow-rds us, 
without which worldly - abundance 
may prove but a aeceitfn] argu- 
ment of - Gods” favour ; and ſorhe- 
times AﬀiiAtions hove prov'd the 
diſſembled favours of Afﬀf.Ction. 


3. Prayer ſarAifies the Creature, 
in the R- mtmbr.ince «rd Recopni- 
t on of Gods Mer ies in them,-arnd 
with Thankfulneſs ro improve iho'e 

F 3 Dilpen- 
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Diſvenſations of Grace and Fayour; { 

Pal. 23- 5 Thus did the Holy Plalmiſt. Thou 
IF prepareſt a Table for me in the preſence Þ 
of mine Enemies, thou anomteſt my | 
Head with Oyl, my cup runneth our ; 
Surely goodneſs and mercy ſhall follow 
me all the dates of Life, and | 
will dwell in the houſe of the Lord 
for ever, 
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Books lately printed for John Salusbury 
at the Atlas #» Cornhill near the 
Royal Exchange. 


Economica Sacra: Or, a'\Parz- 

netical Diſcourſe of Marri- 

age z together with ſome particular 

Remarks on the Marriage of 1/aac 
and Rebecka.. 

ſer ad Aſtra : Or, The-Portray- 
ture of a Suffering Chriſtian.z with. 
an Introdution of , Mans Creation. 
By the ſame Author. 

Of - Contentment, Patience and, 
Reſignation to the Will of God: 
In ſeveral Sermons. By 1ſaac Bar- 
row, D. D. Never before Printed. 
Unum Nccefſarium : Or, Chriſt's 
Juſtification of Mary's Choice, and 
of his Servants wrongfully Accuſed : 
Containing a Reſolution- of many 
weighty Caſes of Conſcience. iz. 
Indifferent Things, -Obedtence to 
the Higher Powers, &c. .With ſome 
Refletions on Popery, and a brief 
Account of the many Cruelties com- 


mitted by the Papiſts, By Kickard 


Baxter, 


1 


LD 


 w* a 
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A Second; Volume of Diſcourſes: 

By Hezekiab Burton, D. D. late Re- 

or of Barns near London, and Pre 

bendary of Norwich. | 
The true Prophecies or Progno- 
ſtications of Atichael Noſtradamus 

Phvſ izn to Her 2. Francis 2. and 

C'. ries ). Kings of France, nd one 

ot ue velt Altronomers that ever 

were. A Wotk fui! of Curioſity and 

Learning. Tranſlated and Com- 

mented by, Theophilus de G arencieres, 

Doftor in Phy kick Colley. Lond. 

The- Fifteen Comtorts of Raſh 
and Inconſiderate Marriage, or Ari- 
madverſions apon the Miſcarriages 
of a Wedded Eitate : Wi.h the Ad- 

4 ditions of three Comforts more, 

- The Secret Hiſtory of the moſt 
Renowned Q11cen Ehtaberh and the 
_m of Bfx. By a Perſon of Q1z- 

LY. 

The Laws and AQts of Parliament 
made by King Jame- I. and his Roy- 
al Succelſors, Kings of Scotland. In 
Folio 


| Pa. 157: 


1 Tim. 2.1+ 


Nat, $ 44- 


Luk. 23.34 
Att 5.50, 
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ve Heathen for - bis Inheritance, aud 
the wtmoſt part of the World for bis 
Poſſeſſion : and how pathetically did 
the Jews in Captivity expreſs their 
cal for the welfare of Jeruſalem! 
By the Rivers of Babilon, there we ſat 

own, yea we wept when we remem- 
bred Zion; and fo to the end! and 
for Nations, it is St. Pals exhorta- 
tion, That firſe of all, Supplicationr, 
Frayers, Intcrceſſuns and givins of 
thanks be made, ſor all men: For 
Kings and all that are tn Authortty, 
that we may lead quiet and peaceable 
lives, in all goduntſs ard honeſty. Nay 
further, we are commanded to 
pray for our Enemies, and Chriſt 
prayed for them that crucihed 
him, Father forgive them; and that 
Protomartyr St. Stephen, prayed for 
them that ſtoned him. And ?ris the 
noble ::4 heroick deſign of a rraci- 
ous Heart,tobeſerviceableto Church 
and Stateyby prayer, either to depre- 
cate Judgments, or obtain Mercies. 


1. To deprecate Judgements. 
How did Abraham intercede with 
God 
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God for Sodom! and God was 
pleaſed to anſwer him, Fhat if ren Gen. 9.32 
righreous wei e 1m it, be would not de- 

ftroy it for tens ſake! And how 
Gracious was God to Fernſalem ! 

And 1 ſought for a man among them, Ezck 22. 
thas ſhould maks up the Hedge, and 30+ 
ſtand in the gap before me, for the 

Land, that 1 ſhould not deſtroy ir, 

but I found none: It implies Gods 

great reſpe&t for - the righteous ; 

which Solomon ſtyles fundamentum 

feculi, an everlaſting Foundation : 
publick Spirited Perſons arc like 


Pillars, to bear up Gods Wrath 
from the place they live 4n. 


2. To obtain Mercies; ſo Elyjah 
prayed for Rain. in the days of 
Ahab, and obtained it, after three 
years Intermiſhonz; and ſo Moſes 
that great Maſter in Iſrael, after 
God had reveaPd his will to him, 
he cryed unto God for the Chil- 
dren-of 1/racl, and could bid them 
Stand ſtill and ſee the Salvation of 
God; and we: all know what a 
glorious Victory tollowed, 

E '5 ] of 
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Let us therefore upon the whole, 
' Pray for each other, :Gods Church 
and People, that by the fervency 
and continuance of our Praye:s, 
we may cither ſtand in the gap 
with Abrabam, or prevail with 
- Facob; at leaſt be found among the 
righteous, that when Gods Judg- 
ments are in the earth, God may 
ſay unto us as he did to Noah, 
. Come thou and all thine houſe into 
the Ark, for thee haze 1 ſeen righte- 
ous before me in this generation. 


Obſery. 4, Prayer is the only way to obtain 
»# AMercaes, or divert Fndgmems, 


How great Priviledge is4t to be 
2dmitted into the Preſence of ſome 
great Monarch ! but how much 
greater Prerogative hath the de- 
vout Chriſtian, thab-.by fervent 
Prayers, and ardent effuſion of his 
Tears and Wiſhes, may freely con- 
ferr with the King of Kings ! this 

-petr2tes the Clouls and Sphears, 
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the great BenefaQor ; and Charm 
that if rightly performed, pre- 
vails on Omnipotency ; this Dove _ 
ſent to Heaven, often brings an 94 
Olive-leaf in his Mouth : This fer- _ a 
vent Prayer ( ſayes-St. Auſtin ) 2s 14 non 
it pierceth Heaven, fo it will not dibie. 
return without effeft. And not on- Auſtin, 
'Iy our Duty, but our daily wants 
put us upon this undertaking ; we 
are helpleſs Creatures of our ſclyes, 
and Prayer is our only retuge ; 
there 1s an admirable Oeconomy 
in the Divine Wiſdome, to bring 
man to his Duty and Happineſs ; 
God tells us, That'for rthis he will Ezck. 3 
be enquired of by the Houſe of Iſrael, 37- 

to do this for them : And 'tis but © 
highly rational to confeſs our de- 
pendance upon him that gave us 
being. -The Kingly Prophet. ele- 
ganrtly deſcribes Gods goodneſs to 
thoſe that call upon him in 145* 
Pſalm, from | the begining to the 
the end : And certainly 'tis no Mer- 
cy that is not worth ſecking to 
God for ; but when ſought and ob- 
tained, x: makes the .bleſſing the 
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more acceptable, and obliges -us 
to improve it, with the ; greater 
thankfulneſs and ſobriety : we can 
never loſe any + thing by . prayer, 
for we are never out of Gods 
reach to relieve us; if God pleaſe 
to anſwer us, the Bleſſing is the 
more ſafe and ſweet, and if_ deny- 
ed we are the more humble, and 
patient, and content that God 
{hould be Maſter of his own boun- 


ty. 


We have the Praftice: of Gods 
People recommended to our Imi- 
tation, and the admirable effe&ts 
of their Prayers recorded for our 
encouragement : here good Elexzer 
rayes, unto God for good ſpeed ; 
e would not .venture on it with- 
out Petitioning the Lord God of his 
Maſter Abraham, and the good 
ſucceſs he met with, was the ef- 
feft of Prayers. Abrabam tells him 
God would ſend his Angel before 
bim, and proſper his way ; which 
im; lies the ſtrength of Abrahams 
F.4'24 ©: Lis Servant, after he 
-:d 
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had prayed, in the very next verſes V. 13,14 

gives us a. kind of Prophetick hint 

of what would come to. paſs, and 

reſigns himſelf up to the condutt 

of Providence ; Behold 1 ftand here 

yy the Welk of Water ,, and fo on: ,, 

furius obſerveth,.he did not tempt p,,, 
od, . becauſe God. prampted him infing, a4 

ereto ; for ſuch manuductory paſ- h*« moetus 

2ges of Providence are but Preli- #t+ Ju: 
unary to ſucceſs, and antecede the = - 
ects of our Prayers : - And St. 
bry/oſtome well obſerves, The ſign, Ned Patuie 
yes he, which Ekezer pitcht yp- congraum 
n was very agreeable ; for- thoſe ſ«/*. erat, 
ings, as affability and courteſie, *”" fen 
re the indications of a good Wife,  ;, 


» & indoli 
d ſuch as would pleaſe J/aac and affobilis, 
rabam alſo. boſpit alis 
& [irenge 


David alludes to ſuch antecedent 7777” 
covidences : ſayes God, I will in- ls tu 
utt thee, and teach thee in the way Ijaaco & 
ich thou ſbalt go, and I will guide Abrahams, 
ce with mine Eye ;, and ſach gra- _ Clryſ. 
ous dealings "of God with- his ** © 
ople are ovr great encourage- 
* Fciit, and the effets of Prayer's 
Wigs 


James 5 miraculous; as if Eljah conld ſhut 
17- and open Heaven at his pleaſure, 
Facobs Prayer turned away the I 
dignation and Wrath of Eſau, and 
his four hundred men : after 4 
ſes had cried to the Lord for the 
Children of J1/racl, the Egypes 
were drowned in the Red-Sea. 


And after-David had prayed unte 
his God, That delzvered him out oft 

p Sam. "7* paw of the Lyon and the bear, he al 
37% . delivered him out of the hands of i 
Philiſtine : And when Etab praye 

unto God, That the meal ſhall not waſte 

or the cruiſe of Oyl fail, till the ds 

that God ſend Rain on Earth : Ani 

when Hezckijab prayed againſt St : 
nacherib for reproaching the livi ' 

| God, the Lord was pleaſed to anſe 

2 King 35+ him, that he ſhould not ſhoot or L 
Arrow, nor come betore the Ci 

with Shields or Bucklers, but reſ- th 

turn as he came; and God ſmot Ct 

a hundred fourſcore and five tho | 
ſand Afſyrians, and even Semmache th 
himſelf lain by his two Sons: And 5. 
let but thoſe three Seryants q ; 
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that God whom they truſted would 
deliver them, but pray to him in 
the fiery Furnace ; though the ve- 
ry heat ſlay even thoſe that put 
them in, yet a hair of their heads 
ſhall not be Gnged, nor ſhall rheir 
Coats be changed, neither the ſmell Dan. 2.. 
of Fire paſs on them. : Nay, even 
the S90n of God ſhall bear them 
'4 Company and preſerve them. And 
'y when Darmel is in the Den of Ly- 
ens, God anſwers his Prayers, and 
"} ſends his Angel and ſhuts the Ly- 
'J ons mouths, that they could not 
#Y burt him. . In fine, by Prayer the 
Moon hath ſtood ſtill, the Sun gone 
backward, the Ravens have brought 
Food, the Heavens rained Manna, 
the Rocks afforded Water, the 
Fire hath given over Burning, the 
Lyons have ſlopt their Months, ,.,... 
and all Creatures ſhail muſter up ja; mas. 
themſelves to defend the Body of du diviti- 
Chriſt ; whereupon ſayes St. Arſtin, arm 4, 
The Saints have all the World at * Auſtin 
their ſervice: And gives us they, 
* ] Reaſon, Domine quis tenet te? Lord, 

1 favcs he, who can hold thee? who 
: n 
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can fetter and reſtrain Omnipoten- 
cy? 


Nay, even Heathenus and Turk 
have alwaies had a great venerati- 
on- for Prayer, which is a reproach 
to Chriſtians, to be out-done by 
them. Numa Pompilins thought it 
ſufficient for his ſafety, he could 
At egorm anſwer, But I nm about the Ser- 
Divinae® ice of my Gods : And 'twas the 
Jaw. Heathen Cuſtom, not to venture 

upon buſineſs of moment without 

the Invocation of their Gods : And 

the advice of Xenophon was Divine, 

That in Proſperity they ſhould 

worſhip their Gods, that when 

they had a more particular need 
+ Ben? ac of their aſliſtance they might with 
ſapientir opreater confidence approach them 
DX their Alars,, commending the 
rerum agen ſucceſs to the Power and Provi- 
daram .ita dence of thoſe Deities they ſer. 
dicendi ini- yed, Publius. Scipio uſed alwayes 
mm <4 to go fo the Capital before he 
cationidus . 
eazre, Went to the Senate, and fo begin 
Sueto. in the ſervice of the Commonwea:ch 
vie, Cz, with prayer, as Sugronius tells us Þ : 
It 


i- 


WWF Wu Au OY ADD 9 


Df Marriage. 
It was the Wiſdom of thoſe Go- 
rernments to commence all their 
buſineſs with the ſervice: of their 
Gods. 


Let us Chriſtians therefore, that _ 14 
have the Son of God to intercede 
for us ( he is the Angel ſtanding Rev. 8.3. 
before the Throne with the Gol- 
den Cenſer in his hand, filled with 
the Odours of his Merits, to offer 

I'ſe ſolus 


up with our prayers) be encou- 7 


4 


raged to come to the Throne of ,,,,,. "n.. 
Grace, to find Mercy and Grace un habe- 
to- help in time of need : For he mu propi- 
is able to ſave to the wttermoſt all —_ Gab 
that come wito God by him, Let us _ 
come to God in all Conditions. In 

aur Adverſity, God tells us, No 


$4 


50d thing will be withhold from them 


that diligently ſeek, him : Prayer lilts 
us in the ſervice of the Almighty, 
and inrolls us under the Divine 
Standard, and from whence we may 
expect the favourable Protections 
of Providence. 


And,in our Proſperity, leſt my 
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bs full and deny God, let us re. 
member the CorreZtive the Roman 
Emperours met with in the midl! 
of their Triumph and Glory; 
Reſpice yoſ Look behind thee, and conſider 
tr > bom. thou alſo art mortal, and ſubjet 
nm m- to miſery; for we -know not to 
mento te. what extremities we may be Cx- 
Su*r2Ms. noſed. Let us therefore pray with 
Plal.71.12. David, O Lord be not far from me, 
O God make haſte for my help : And 
if we expect good ſncceſs in our 
Prayers, let us be alwayes deeply 
affected with thoſe things we pray 
8. Matth, for. It is ſaid, The King came 4 
22+ 11, #0 ſee the Gueſts; fo-in Prayer, the 
King of Glory looks into the frame 
and diſpoſition of our Hearts ; let 
us therefore uſe Prayer aright 
that it prime our Souls, and pre 
{erve us in the Ozl of Grace fron 
Wind' and Weather. 


Obſery. 5 Gods bleſſing and providms fo 
Children, 1s a great bleſſing to P 


rents, 


1. Facob tells us, Childreg are the 
. Gift 
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Brother he told him, Theſe are the Gen. 32. 5, 
Children God hath graciouſly given me ; 
and his great care and affeftion 
to his Children, is a great Pattern 
to Parents: Now Children being 
the ſame Fleſh, and pieces of their 
Parents, their Aﬀettion to them 
mult needs be very great, and be 
highly folicitons to promote their 
welfare; as our Saviours Parents 
at Jeruſalem, did preſent- him be- 
fore the Lord for his Bleſling : 
And we cannot give it you # ter- 
minis, for Speech is lame, and. 
words cannot reach the ſence of 
the thing Lgnified ; but moſt cer- 
tainly when God is pleaſed to an- 
ſwer the Prayers of Parents, and 
bleſs and provide for their Chil- 
dren, it is a very great kindnels 
and Mercy to Parents: We will 
give you Davids. ſence of this 
matter; when Gods Promiſe was 
made known to «David : And when : Sam. 2» 
thy dayes ſhall be fulfill d, and thou 12. 

ſhalt fleey with thy Fathers, I will 

ſet up thy ſced after thee, which ſhall = 
p20». 
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proceed out of thy Bowels , 

will eſtabliſh his Kingdom : 

have Davids acknowledgment Is 

the following verſes, W#2 am 7, C 

Lord God, aud what is my Houſe 

that thou haſt brought me hitherto | 

and this was yet a Pnal thing in thy 

fieht, O Lord God, for thou haſt [po 

ken alſo of thy Servants Houſe, far 

a great while to come, and 1s thi; the 

manner of man, 0 Lord Goa! Nay 

in the 20. verſe, he wants words}; 

to expreſs his- thankfuineſs; Ard} 

what can David ſay more te thee ? 

for thou, Lord God, knoweſt :hy Ser- 

vant : And when God had placed 

nog 1poh - the Throne, 5; 

1K; reaks out into this Elogium, Bleſ- 

5 wag fed be the Lord God of Kea : which 
hath given me one to ſit wpon .the 
Throne tis dav, me eves even ſecin 
it. Thus the admirable carc Abra- 
ban took for Iſaac, and his great 
Charge to El-zer, is an aflured In- 
dication of his great Love and Af- 
fetion ; and that it would pleaſe 
God to anſwer Ebezers requeſt, he 
ufeth this Expreſſion; And ſhew 

kindneſs 


V. 18, 19. 
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nineſs unto Maſter Abraham : 

$nd how did the Heart of old 

acob revive, when he heard of 

Joſephs being alive! how did he 

-patemplate and adore the myſte- 

es of Providence, That God had 

þ miraculouſly preſerved and pro- 

ided for him; and made him Go- ; 
nour over all the Land of. E- F 
2! and when he met him, how 

as he overwhelmed with Joy ! 

ow let me. die, ſayes he, ſince 1 V+ 46 
ve ſeen thy Face, and thou art yet __ 

ſuc, 


2. As 'tis a great mercy to Pa- 
nts to ſee thcir Children bleſt 
d provided for, ſo on the con- 
wry, undutiful Children are a 
cat trouble and grief to thcir | 
rents. Solomon tells us, The Fa- 

r of a Fool hath no Joy; that is, | 
h a great deal of Trouble and 
liction : the words are a AMeioſes, 
re 1s more intended - than ex- 
ſs'd. How bitterly djd David 
urn, when Tamar was raviſhed, 
mom kuPd, and Abſalom caught 
by 
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by the Hair of his Head and lain 
And we meet with Augrftns, that 
had fooliſh and wicked Childrer 
wiſhing that either he had livec 
Utinen ut ingle, or dyed Childleſs, "Tis ſa 
celebs vix- Indecd to bring forth Children te 
iz, ax: the Murtherer, the Devil: and ho 
orb peri- miſerably does the Mother in P 


4 


1% tarch warble out her moursfi . 
ditty ; #0 puert eſti; profettt ! Pod : 
Souls, what's become of you! 6 
Trf. Let Parents therefore careful = 
inſtru&t their ' Children, and b{. * 
thankful for the Bleſſings God by” 
ſtowes on them ; and let Childre** 
be dutiful to their Parents, af" 
let both obſerve Davids experiend - 
Pal. 37.25 BE found of both: I have not | 


the Righteous forſaken, nor bis 
beooing Bread. 


v 


| Obſerv. 6. How happy are the Samts, that 
| and laſt. on all occaſions, they may pray 
God to ſanttsfie mercies ! 


EF 


It is ſaid of the Cherubims, t 
o» - there were hands under their wi 
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to lignifie, that where thereis that 
Wight of Knowledge, there ſhould 
be hands to put that light into 
pans oo our cog ros tells us, 
If ye know theſe things, happy are ye 
Vi ce do them ;, ag ih pinch? 
1s pronounced of practice, and not 
ſpeculation ; and here conſiſts the 
Saints Happineſs, that they im- 
prove their knowledge by prayer 
and walking with God; And by 
this the Wiſe man tells us, they 
ohrain favour of the Lord; that is, 
as Mercer gloſleth, They have as it 74 yur 
Ivere what they pleaſe of God, quod 4 Do- 
Jand are ſure of Gods favour. and min impe- * 
"Yprote&tion in all caſes, and thef7%. Mer- 
P promiſes of God on their ſide... 

Ak, and it ſhall be given you, ſeek Marth." 
Yard ye ſhall find, knock, and it ſhall 

e opened unto you; and nothing can , 

_—_ Omnipotency but Unbe- 

lief. , r 


oh.1 3. 3+ 


Now. 'tis as. true in Divinity as: 
ia Philoſophy, That Knowledge j 
and Power is to no effeft, unleſs - 
it be produced into ACt; for _ 
en 


gs 
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 Fruſtrs eft end of Knowledge is Attion as in 
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Fuctt ur V4 
athumn. 


Arts and Sciences :- And ſhall their 
Votaries improve themſelves by all 
the advantages and benefits of A- 
tion ;- ndy, an Heathen affirm, That 


- Ariſt, Eth+ felicity conſiſteth not in the Theory, 


but" in the prattice of moral Vir- 
tues; and tell the world, that the 
naked knowledge without the pra- 
Aice of Virtue, is like thoſe that 
ask advice of the Phyſician about 
bodily diftempers, but_ will not 
ſuffer any remedy to be admini- 
ſtred? And ſhall the Servants of 
God be ſatisfied with the /deas of 
Truth floating in their Brains, with- 
out an influence on the Heart and 
Life? No, the devont Chriltian la- 
bours with as much more carneſt- 
neſs, as his End and Reward is a- 
bove others; he does not fatisfic 
himſelf with Speculation -or Cere- 
mony, bare obſervance will not 
Pleaſe him; he is altogether for 
reality and ormance, and has 
a deeper inſight into Divine my- 
ſteries than other men: he well 


knowes , that 'tis not thoſe that 


know 
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know only, but thoſe that do the James 1. 
wiil of God, why ſhall enter*" 
into the Kingdom of his Father, 

as Chriſt tells us. 


Moſt admirable is the advice of | 
Eliphazto Fob: A wile man labours Job g. alt, 
to know the goodneſs of every 
thing; and here lyes the happineſs 
of the Saints above other Peopte, 
even in Cieature-enjoyments, that 
by Praycr both Mercies and AtiCti- 
ons are ſanftifted ro them ; others 
in their cnjoyments fuck -in the 
S-ing as well as the Honey, 'tis the 
good Chriſtian only that feeds on 
clean and po'tte Plealure : others 
are milled into corrupt apprehen- 
lions and preſumprtions of things, 
the S-.ints only preſerve their 
Intelle& als uncainted ; others in 
the midit of their: abandance pro- 
ſtirute the'r Ate&tions, due only 
to God, to a corruptible Creature ; 
the Saints only improve their com- 
forts and enjoyments to Gods glo- 
ry, as they are tue emanations of 
his: 
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his bounty, and make the Crea- 

tures ſerviceable- to illuſtrate and 

ſet forward the accumulated glo- 

ry of their Creator : others take 

up their reſt, and place their Sum- 

mum Bonum in the enjoyments of 

this world, and eſteem it their 

only Joy when their Oyl and 

Wine increaſeth ; there 1s ſuch 
Corruption in their Nature, and 
Sophiſtry in the Creature, that 

from the greatneſs of their wealth, 

Luk. 12+ they conclude they have much laid 
Se up for many years, they may take 
their eaſe, cat, drink and be mer- 

Pal 45-11.ry; and the Plalmilt tells us, T berr 
inrard thought 1s, that their Houſes 

ſhall endure for ever, aud their dwell- 

| ing places to all generations ;, and even 
Pal 49:14. Deifie themſelves in the refteftion 
of their own grandeur. Alas! they 

are allecp in their Tent of Epi- 

curiſm end Senſuality, and little 

think that a day of vilitation and 
recompenſe for lin is at hand z and 

on a ſuddain mortality overtakes 


them, as David txlls us, Like ſheep 
/ cy 
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they are laid in the grave, death ſha 
feed on them, and the upright ſhall 
have dominion over them in the morn- 
ng, and their beauty ſball conſume in 
the grave from their awv«lling. Then 
1s their miſtaken happineſs come 
to a final period, and their miſe- 
ry commenced ETERNAL; then 
their Cuts and Complements will 
appear nothing elſe but afteCted 
Vanities, their Pride and Luxury, 
their Swaggering and their Swear- 
ing, their Formula's of Complai- 
{ance and Courtſhip ſhall then be 
pronounced but glittering Abomi- 
nations : Then Apoltles and Saints 
ſnall ſhine in Glory, -when the per- 
{ecuting Nero's of the World hall 
be thrown to Hell : And at laſt 
be forced to confeſs, We Fools 
counted their Life madneſs, and 
theitr end to have been without 
Honour :; How are they now rec- 
honed amongſt the Saints, and 
bave their Portton with the Al- 
mighty ! 


F 2 But 
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But the Devcur. Chriſtian hath 
Oculus in metam, ins: eye on the 
Ma k,ard ſteers all his aCtions by the 
Compaſs ot Gods Wo d ; he uſes the 
Creutures with a critical frui-1on, 
ard as helps only, not Kemora's 11 his 
p {T.ge to tne Nev Jer:ſalem; and 
by Prayer endeavours to reduce 
the Creature to 1's primitive 
goodreis, that ſo the Curſe being 
ſubdnt-d, he may c:.joy them with 
a beſling; as the Apoltle rells us, 
Ecery Creature of Cod- 6s good, bt» 
my ſ.1tiified by th: Word of Cod and 
prayer : by which the Creature. 1s 
ſartited theſe three wayes. 


1. In obtaining Mercies: We 
ought to ſeek to God, as-Elwer 
did; and 1o the Apoltle - exhorts 
us: Jn all things with: Prayer and 
Supolication, let Jour requeſts be mage. 
kriorn to God: And we have the ex- 
amjle of Chriſt ard his Apoſtles ; 
znd God expects that we ſhould 
acknowicdge his Dominion and 
Powcr cvecr ſecond Agents. 

2. Pray- 
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2. Prayer ſanftifies the Enjoy- 
ment and uſe of chem. Solomontells 
S, To ver uce tn our labowr is the 
ifr of God: pleaſure is in ir ſelf 
wal, but corrupt Nature is apt. 
o mike ns Love pleaſure more. 
han- God, therefore © we ought to! 
Tray againſt its prevalency: And: 
ar Tables too often are turned 
nto a Snare; we malt prav there- 
ore to ule the Creature with that 
empcrance and ſobriety, as may 
aiſe us nearer to God in contems 
lation of- the Divine Providence,, 
nd cire over us, and as Eviden- 
es of Gods Love towards us, 
ithout which worldly abundance 
uy prof bur a qeceirful argu- 
2nt of Gods. farour:; and ſome- 
Limes Aﬀiftions hive proved the 
bilſembled favours of AtﬀfCion. 


3. Prayer ſarifies the Creature, 
n the R mcmbrince ard Recopni- 
tn of Gods Ver: ics in them; -and- 
ih Thanktulnc's io improve tho'e 
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Diſpenſations of Grace and Favour: 

-— 23+ 5+ Thus did the Holy Pſalmiſt. Thou 
prepareſt a T able for me in the preſerce 


Head with Oyl, my cup runneth over 


of mine Enemies, thow anointeſt my|- 


Surely goodneſs and mercy ſhall. follo 
me all the daies of my Life, and 
will dwell in the houſe of the Lord 
for ever, 
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Books lately primed for John Salusbury 
at the Atlas in Cornhill near the 
Royal Exchange. 


Economica Sacra : Or, a Par#- 

netical Diſcourſe of Marri- 
age ; together with ſome particular 
Remarks on the Marriage of 1/aac 
and Rebecka. 

Tter ad Aſtra : Or, The Portray- 
ture of a Suffering Chriſtian ; with 
an Introduttion of Mans Creation, 
By the ſame Author. 

Of Contentment, Patience and 
Reſignation to the Will of God : 
In ſeveral Sermons. By 1ſaac Bar- 
row, D. D. Never before Printed. 

Unum Necefſarium : Or, Chriſt's 
Jaſtification of Afary's Choice, and 
of his Servants wrongfully Accuſed : 
Containing a Reſolution of many 
weighty Caſes of Conſcience. Viz. 
Indifferent Things, Obedience to 
the Higher Powers, @c. With lome 
RefleQtons on Popery, and a brief 
Account of the many Cruelties com- 
mitted by the Papiſts, By Richard 
Baxter, 
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''B 'oks ſold by I Salusbury. 


A Second Volume of Diſcourſes: 
By Heztchtah Burton, D. D. late Re- 
or of Barns near London, aid Pre- 
bendary of Nornich. 

The true Prophecies or Progno- 
ſtications of Michael A oftradanins, 
P'-i-i>n to Henrs 2. Francs 2. and 
C .rls9g. Kings of Fraxcc, ind one 
Oi .uc belt Altronomers that ever 
were. A Work fui1-o! Cutiolity and 
Learning. Traiillited and Com- 
ment.d by Theophilus de Garencieres, 
Dofttor in Phy lick Colleg. Lond. 

The Fitteen Comtorts of Raſh 
and Inconliderate Marriage, or Ani- 
madverlions upon the Miiczrriages 
of a Wedded E.tate : Wi:h the Ad- 
di:ions of three Comforts more. 

The Secret Hiſtory of the moſt 

Renowned Q 1een Elizaberh and the 
Earl of Efſex. By a Perion of Q114- 
lity, 
The Laws and Atts of P.rliament 
made by King James I. ard his Roy- 
al Succeſſors, Kings of Scotland, In 
Folio, - 


